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ABSTRACT A
The document, cne in a series of four on women in
American history, discusses *he role of women during and after the
Civil war’ (1860-1890). Designed *o supplement high school U0.S. -
-histcry textbioks, the book is ecomprised of five chapters. Chapter I

describes the vwork of Unicn and Confederate wemen 1n the Civil Wa-z.

. Topics include the army nursing service, vomen in the military, ’and

vonmen who assumed the responsitili+ies of their absent husbands.
chapter .II focuses on black and white women educators for %lie freed

- slaves during the Reconstruction Era. Excerpts from diaries reveal

the experiences of these teachers. Chapter III describes women on.the
_Western frontier. Again, excerpts from letters and diaries depict the
"Tewis and £lark guide, Sacadawea: pioneer missicnaries adjusting to
frontier life:; 2nd the experiences of women on the Western trail.
Employment and equality cn the frentier are 2lso discussed. Chapter
IV notes the progress of women after the Civil War. Although women
vere still excluded from political 1eadership. they ‘-began °

" participating more actively in industry, education, and the T \

professicns, .Topics *nclude.women in lav. medicine, science, and
architecture. Chapter v fiécuses of women's organizations: labor, the

- suffrage movement, and social clubs. Que%ti.c:n'z'= and suggested

actzvztxes are found at the end of each chapter. (KQ) N
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. - o . . INTRODUCTION

, Women ‘in American History, a four-part series, attempts to £ill a oL s
serious gap in the american history curriculum as taught in most United y
States high schools today. Surveys of the mostAmidely~usegpAmeriean~~ﬂw~~‘~ R
history textbooks repeatedly turn up the astonishing fact that these o
. books almost totally neglect the lives and achievements of American women.._ . .
‘Although™the revival of a feminhist movément in the 1960's and 1970's has

resul@ed in a proliferation.of women's studies courses at the college & .
level ‘and a flood of books déaling with the history of women, very little '
of this material' has been adapted to the secondary school level, except
where individual teachers have initiated courses of their own. o

7 -

<3

. During the year in which I developed the series--a process that ° t "<
included *visiting several schools and testing the material in the class- , ’
room-=1 realized that the average social studies classroom was unaffected
by the growing'and,much‘publi%ized interest in women's studies. The same .*“1 .
standard textbooks were still being used, and no supplementary material . e
on women seeméa;to be available. (It should be said that ‘some of the :
publichers of the venerable textbooks are producing auxiliary pamphlets on
American minority groups, among whom womeh 'are included, to supplement
their standard fare.) When quizzed, few students were able to name more
than one outstanding American woman who had lived before 1900. (Their
lesponse was usually Harriet Tubman; black studies has made its mark.)
Most of the tgéchezs I woyked with were eager to integrate material on
women into tQéir American history courses and were grateful for whatever ,
material I could put directly into the hands of their students. Other : ‘
teachers were indifferent and would he'gnlikely to teach such'material '
dnless they were directed to do S0, The students were usually very .
interested, particularly in material that presented women as fighters for
social justice, 'such as that relating to the antislavery speakefs of the .,
1830's. As might have been expected, wonen students showed greater interest

. and enthusiasm than men. Yet-the latter, even when openly hostile to women's
claims for historical recognition, seemed stimulated by the material and : -
eager to engagé'in'discuss;pn. ’ e : '

2 , . N
Each book in the series is a narrative of women'q'livéé and accomplish-
ments within“a significant epoch of American history--an epoch normally . ‘
studied in the standard history survey. There are, naturally, chapters

_devoted to women who were famous in their time, although many of.these
women kad been virtually forgotten until the recent revival of feminism.

-Often the more well-known figures were reformers--abolitionists, temperance .
workers, crusaders for the mentally ill, etc.--reform work being the one o -

" public.arena open to women, who were virtually barred from politics before S
the 20th century. Others earned fame and fortune in literary work, since N
writing was traditionally one of the'few professions that could bé practiced o
-at home. Theré is, of course, considerable attention devoted to the women--
women's rights advocates, suffragists, educators--who dedicated their lives
to achieving equality for wamen, ~ ' -

° ¢
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It vouldEQe distorting women's history, lLowever, to concentrate _
exclusively on the famous and the exceptional. Throughout our nation's

- history,.most women, conforming to widely held religious and social views

‘of their role, have lived anonymous lives as wives, mothers and unsung -
workers.  Therefore, I have tried to devote roughly ‘equal space, to the
lives and accomplishments of these_"ordinary" women, whose names were not

a

- passionate devotion to an ideal.of jus§1062:

abstract field of study. _ .

we&lukaownr—butawhosefgxperiencgsjhézgL_ﬁgskgﬂéﬁﬁ}yv been recorded 'in -

‘diaries, letters, néwspaper pieces and other documents that have been ™

“"preserved.” "1 Hope each book sufficiently  stresses that women. have always
been a vital part of America's labor force. On farms and in factories, -

women were there from the start: exploited and invisible, but making

the wheels go round. Though the important -economi.c role of women seems

obvious, it was not always fully recoghizeéland'valued, espehially during
eras when it was popular to view the ideal woman as a nonworker, except

for domestic chores. Fer each epoch, I-have tried to show what conditions--

2

economic, political, social ‘and legal--advanced women toward equality with’

men or retarded their'proqfess in .that direction.

Although my intention was to- produce & historical narrative and not
a collection of documents, I have tried to include ample selections from
primary sources whenever that seemed the’ best way to capture the flavor
‘'of certain periods and personalities. In'my view, most secondary school

textbooks offer too small a taste of primary sources, no doubt because the

vocabulary and writing style of our 17th, 18th and 19th century andestors
are considered too difficult for the teenaged reader of today.: To he
contrary, I have found from my experiments with these materials: that .
students will respond to- authenticity when they find it, even if the:
language is difficult. Even slow readers will struggle through the *~
rhetoric of an Angelina Grimke once they sense ghe woman's power and pas-

-

L]
4

It has peen noted that women's history genérally falls. into the
increasingly popular disciplines of social and economic history, rather

than the more traditional categories of political, diplomatic and military

higtory. .I would hope that exposure to the history of American women
might awaken in high school students--mial® and female alike--an awareness
that social and economid\history exists and that it can have rneaning for
their lives. .The emphasis women's history on how people live. and work
might cause students to realize that history is about people like

themselves-~that.their own lives, however obscure, contain the very stuff

Q

of history. The themes of women's history have, in my-view, the pdtential

for stifulating students' interest in history and for enriching and
humanizing what for many young people might o herwise be 3 remote and
3!

(1]
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‘ The szzl War. brought challenge and change into the 11ves of. Amerlcan
women., 11 wars have done, to some extent, it released women from a re- it
stx;cted domestzc role and enabled them to find a broadex scope, for'their - =~ = - -
energies and their idealism. From the moment the guns’ fired on Fort Sumter, -
womeri of North and South eagerly sought to play a role in therndtlonal
conflzct. '

i

WOMEN OF THE UNION | ‘e __ S
The Sanitary cOmmission . - ' e':
h )

‘In the interim between the f;rxng on’ Fort Sumter and the first battle of :
Bull .Run,” women of the North rapzdly formed soldiers'  .aid societles to do a -
relief work. They collected lint (used .in packing wounds), made bandages, 7
sewed hospzta; garments, knitted socks’ andceolleoted food and other supplzes
for the wounded. Realzzzng the need to coordinate spontaneous, grase-xoots o
activity;- Elizabeth Blaokwell, America's first woman doctor, began an organ-

=)

; izing effort that led by June 1861, to the foundlng of the.United States B

Sanitary Commission. : Although it was headed by men, as custom demanded, the - .: -
Sanltary Commission, which became an indispensable part of the Un;on medical IR
services, was .a woman's organizatzon. And Lts ‘worien did almost everything .

but fight the war! All over the North and Midwest, thoiusands of women=~= )
administrators and rank and f;le--engaged in the countless activities of the v
"Sanitary," and raised, by the‘'end of the war, the staggering sum of $50 o :
million for its. work. They recruited army nurses, provided vital supplies-- S
bandages, medicine, .supplementary focd, " clothing=--to the army hospitals and S s
camps, set up and maintained hospital ships and relief camps, helped the o

° wounded fxnd their way home and trzed to locate the missing in actiom.

The Sanztary Commission gave thousands of women their first taste of work '
outside the home. Women whorhad executive ability and a: flair for public
speaking wenﬂ from responssze positions in the Sanitary to carears in reform
causes, such as women's suffrage, after the war. One such woman.uas Mary
Livermore, who, ‘with a friend, Jane C. Hoge, headed the Chzcago Sanxtary ‘Cont~
mission, making that branch into one of the most effective in’ the whole . , .
country. About 3,000 local aid .societies were founded in the Midwest as a ’

result of Livermore's speaking tours. When Grant's army was threatened with

scurvy in 1863, she and her-co-workers collected 18,000 bushels of vegetables,’

3,000 cans of fruit and 61,000 pounds of. dried. fruit.and shipped the rapidly .
© .- southward to\qk sbhurg. "~ She anestmgated conditions in army hospitals, de-

livered spRpl >d

‘soldiers. Xlonq with Hoge, Livermore conducted the great Sanltary Fair of =~

& and involved herself personally with the problems’ of‘wounded |  { o

October 1863>\wh£eh raised more than '$470,000 and became the model for many
othet ‘such falzt\hvld by Women in dlfferent cities.
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Many women, yearnlng to he closer to the action, volunteered as army
"nurses. We should remember that though women were expected to nurse the _ . _
. sick at home,-nursing was not yet a respectable profession for women, and B
;}.dmw_w._there;were-very-fewﬁtraxned nurses_in the United States. (It was only after °~ =~ , °
e 5 the Civil War that training schools for nurses were establlshedwand«nurszng_hh_ﬁguxu';
‘became one of the "women's profess;ons.ﬁ“ Recognlzlnq this problem, El;zabeth o
Blackwell and her sister Emily- Blackwell, who was also a doctor, set' up a’ ° S
speclal training program for nurses at their New York Infirmary for.Women and
. Children. . .

) e -
s -

. ’ ‘Eye Lask of organizing the army nursing service fell to Dorothea sz’a .
- . now close to szxty years old--who had worked for twenty years as a lone cru-
s f/’;ader for the mentally ill. She offered her services as soon as the war . ,
1/,7” + broke out and was commissioned Superintendent of Army Nurses with the respon-
g sibility for appointing and supervising all army nurses. Her requirements

for the nurses she-srecruited'were rigid--one can easily imagine the dismay
, ] of many young women at some of her more arbltrary demands: '
- ' No woman under thirty need apply to serve ‘in gov-
- ernment haspitals. All .nurses are required to be plain .
looking women. Their dresses must be brown ot black, with
' ro bows, no curls, no jewelry, and no hoop skirts.l _ .
Dix was obliged to relax some of her requirements as the war dragged on,
the numbers of wounded soldiers swelled and ine need for nurses became more
desperate. She also took upon herself the tasks of setting up infirmaries in
Washington, sending out calls for supplies and inspecting mllltary hospitals
in Washington and at the army camps. Inevitably, Dorothea Dix_clashed with
the army doctors because of her perhaps impossibly high standards--at a time
when standards of medical practice and ‘sanitation were none too high--and her .
quickness to criticize what she regarded as 1ncompetehce ih doctors and nurses.
Her- utter inability to deleégate responsibility, even for, the distribution of
sgpplxe;, can be seen in some of the memoskso her which survive: \

*

' . ‘Miss Dix, will you be so kind as to let me have...
an India rubber cloth and pillow to the héad, also some )
of those pillows you spoke of to put under a patient with '
bed sores. A&

_ ' Please send 2 oranges and a little tea, good bread
for. Ward 7.

' Please let the bearer have a few potatoe° or a little
v fruit for a convalescent.2

.Despite personallty conflicts and challenges to her authority, Dorothy Dix
stuck to her pgst every single day for the entire four years of the war, doing
much to create decent and calm hospral conditions and ease the sufferlngs of
woundcd and dying men. . ’ a
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"She is a kind old soul, but vcry queer and rbitrary," wrote one of
Dix's recruits, “louisa May Alcott. Thirty years ‘old, restless, brimming
-with "pent-up energy," the future author of Little Women found in Civil war .-
nursing an oytlet for her energies . as well as.a vivid subject for literature.
Her slightly fictionalized account of her n#rsing experiences, Hospital
Sketches (1836), conveys the chaotic hospital conditions, the pathos of the-
wounded men as well as the cheerfulness and compassion of Iouisa herself.
'-Three days after her arrival at "Hurley-burley House," Alcott's ni‘ckname .

for the former hotel converted into an army hospital, Nurse "Periwinkle," as
she calls herself, is suddenly in chargn of a ward contalnlng forty beds

. where I spent‘my shlnlng hours washing faces, serving
rations, giving medicine, and sitting in a very hard chair,
with pneumonia on one side, %}phtherza on the other, "five
typhoids on the opposite, and a dozen dllapxdated patrzots,
hopping, lylng, and lounging about.3 A S ,
Thoug& she had been longing to nurse the wounded rathernthan the merely 51ck,
it was a shock to encounter the sights and smells of the wounded sold;ers pour=-
ing in after the battle of Fredericksburg:

' " The first thln;?I met was:a reglment of the vilest odors

that ever assaulted. the human nose, and took it by storm...

There they were! "our brave boys," as the papers justly call

them, for cowards could hardly have been so riddled with shot

and shell, so torn and gﬁh&tered, nor have borne. sufferlng...

with an uncomplaining fortitude, which made one glad to cherish

each as' a brother. 1In they came, some on stretchers, some in ,
¢ men's arms, some feebly staggering along propped on rude crutches .

and one lay stark and still with covered face, as a comrade gave

hlS na?e to be recorded before they carried him away to the dead-

house. :

Alcott stood by the men during amputations, bathed them, changed the bandages,
dressed the wounds and helped them write their letters home. Unfortunately,
her, nursing experience nearly cost her her life, as within a month of her ar-
rzval 1n Washlngton, she caught typhoid fever and had to be sent home.

Some women became outstanding Civil War nurses outside of the official |
channels controlled by Dorothea Dix. Clara Barton (1821-1912), for example,
served as a nurse at the front, caring for the wounded beforé they ever
reached the hospitals. At the outbreak of the war, Barton was living in
Washington, D.C., working as a clerk in the government Patent Office, one of
the first women to be a regularly appointed civil servant. #When a regiment
of Massachusetts soldiers,-who had been attacked by mobs in Baltimore, arrived
in Washington bewildered and homesick,.and missing their luggage, Clara Barton

befriended them. She sent out a call for supplies to their hometown--Worcester--

and arranged to store and distribute the supplies when they arrived. After the
Union defeat at Bull Run in July 1861, she was horrified to see that almost
no provisions had been made to care for the wounded. Realizing that she could
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do more good ‘at the battlefront, because it- was there that the soldiers' . _

wounds were most likely to be neglected, she persuaded a reluctant War Deﬁf T, LA
partment to give her permission to raise supplies lndepend tly, and travel
rreely'to the front to dlstrlbute them' and nurse the wounded.

-
PO

) By August 3, 1862, Clara Barton had cut through all the red tape and was -
on her way south in a supply wagon pulled by a téam of mules-

broke the shackles and’ went to thé field. Five days and night
with three hours' sleep--a narrow escape from capture--and«some

¢ _days of getting the wounded into hospitals at Washington brought
Satu;ddy, August 30. And if you chance to feel that,the posi- _ Y
tions I occupled were rough and unseemly for a woman, I can only . ¢
reply that they were rough and unseemly for men. _But under all, - . =
lay the life of the nation. I had 1nher;ted the rich blessing
of- health and strength of constitution--such as are seldom given ; S
to woman--and I felt that some return was due from me and that I o
cught to be there.> v -

) : .

when our ariies fought on Cedar Mountaln [Culpeper], I '#j

After Culpepper she served--sometimes alone, sometimes with a team of nurses-- '
at Second Bull Run, Chantilly, Antietam and Fredericksburg, sqme of the
bloodiest battles of the war. She always showed up, miraculously, at the

right moment, with badly needed bandages or candles, earning the title‘"Angel
of the battlefield." She made soup and coffee and improvised meals for thou- ,
sands of men. Her coolness under fire ‘was legendary.. In her diary, she de- f”
scribed the following scene at Antietam:

s . L
ay

A man lying upon the ground asked for a drink; I stopped . ' K
to give it, and, having raised him with my right hand, was ¢ 2
. holding him. Just at this moment a bullet sped its free and
easy way between us, “tearing a hole in my sleeve and found its .
way into his hody. He fell back dead. L
After the battle of Fredericksburg, when the Uiflon soldiers were in retreat,
Miss Barton helped' tend the wounded, . some 1200 men crammed into an old Virginia
mansion. Of ¢his vigil ‘she wrote home: "When I rose from. the side of the o
couch where I had knelt for hours...I wrung the blood from the bottom of my
clothlng before I . could step. "7 ‘In the last year of the war she was appdlnted
.Superlntendent of the Department of ‘Nurses.for the Army of the James, which:"
was commanded by General Benjamin Butler, Even in this supervisory role, she
nursed the soldiers and took.responsibility for the +kitchén when the cook took.
" sick. "Some days I have made with my own hands 90 apple pies," she wrote in
a letter to friends. At the end of the war Clara Barton set up a center to ‘
gather information about missing'men, and was responsible for the marking of A
13,000 at Andersonville, the notorious ‘Southern prison, with the help of a '
soldier who-had kept a list of the dead. Barton's Civil War work was the be-

. glnnlng-of a carcer dedicated to public sczv1ce which culmlnated in her found~-

ing the American Red Cross. |, _ . .
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Like Clara Barton, Mary Bitkerdyke, affectionately known as "Mothey
Bickerdyke," began her relj€éf work:on her own. During a visit to dist¥ibute
* . supplies at the army ‘camp”in Cairo, Illinois, she took wne leok at the
- . f;lthy conditions. in whi'ch.the sick men were living, and without permission,
5 ‘simply stayed to clean?tp the mess and nurse qpe sick men. From 1862 on,
' she worked, usually with two volunteers, Mary Safford and Eliza Porter, '
la,undermg, cook:.nq, distributing' Sanitary Commission supplies, and nurs sing
“in the tent hospitals at the front. Bickerdyke's midnight°visit to, the battle- -
_ field after the Jbattle of Fort Donelson, to search for ‘the wounded amonyg . °
* the dead, brought Her widespread publicity .in Northern newspapers. Impdtient,
v . bold, energetic, this "cyclone in petticoats” became one of the most valuable
. speakers for the Sapifﬁry Cotmission. '

™

c"

Women in the Mllltary i 3 ' -

< 7
> ' . . a

There were othér women at the battlefront besides nurses. There were
‘wivés who followed their- soldzer husbands to war and served as cooks, laun= .
. ' @resses and secretarles;af the regiment. Approximately 400 women fought in el
' - the war disguised as fien. One such woman, Sarah Edmonds, joined a company of
Michigan volunteers under the name “Frank Thompson." She fought at the first
"battle of Bull Run and. in the fixst Peninsular campaign of 1862. “Deserting"®
o~ _ in the spring of 1863, she served as a aurse for the rest of the war. After -
s the war, Sarah’ Edmonds publ;shed a flctzonal;zed account of her army experi- .
ences, portraylng herse}f as a female nurse and spy, not as a male soldier. » ®
Duriny the 1880's she was: granted a pension of twelve dollars a month. o
- e

Mary Walker, a rather' eccentric woman, sexved as a doctor and wore thé
\ uniform of a hale officer.. She svent several months in a Southern prison,
* after which she was appointed "a ing assistant surgeon." In 1865, Dr. Walker
recelved the Congressional Medal of .Honor ‘for Merltorlous°8erv1ce, an awatrd .
that was given out rather freely at the time. Years later, to her great dis=- .
+ . “tress, it was w1thdrawn when a federal bifrd of medal awards made a general,
review. P .o - A -

v g LA

o " . * Of the women who served the Union, ds scoﬁzs anq,bpres, the most notable
'was Harriet Tubman, the ex-slave who had rs§gued hundreds of slaves before
_the war. Working mainly in South Carolinra; she transmitted military informa-~

.tion received from blacks fiiiﬁi/ghgfﬁgofedezata lines.

b

Controversy st111 surrdunds the civil War career of Anna Ella Carroll, a .

Maryland woman, who-sSome years after the war claimed credit for the Tenness seel
River strategy-by which Grant was able to .capture Forts Donglson and Henry,
- the beginmting of victory in the West for the Union. She was a skillful writer
of poI/tlcal pamphlets, who possibly.deserves some credit for helping to keep

U the border state of Maryland loyal to the Union. She also wrote pamphlets

e which argued that secession was unconstitutional and that the President had the

power to take unusual measures to deal with these "rebellious citizens." Such
arguments seem, in retrospeot, to justify the course Linconln followed in deal-
ing .with the Confederacy. Although Carroll did visit St. Iouis in November

1861, and was in communication with War Department oftzcxals on the subject of
N
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a Tennessee szerzstrategy, it is by’ no means deflnxte txat it was her plan
that Grant followed in his successful .campaign of February 1862/ when
Carroll - placed her claim before Congress along with a request for ‘payment -
in 1870, she réceived the Support’ of Bertain influential men, although Con- t
gress took no action on it. During the lBSO's,'C&rrcll's claim was taken ‘
up by women suffragzsts, who regarded her as the V1ct1m of men unwilling to e
" give women oredxt for mllxtary strategy. % N ¢ ° .
Morale-Builders: YLet Us Die to Make Mon Free" . e Y
We have seen that women played an imp0rtant role in the national debate\
on slavery‘that finally split the Union and led to war. K Uncle Tom's Cabin:
"had turned\prevzously indifferent Northerners against slavery and stiffened -
resistance:to the Fugitive Slave Act. The onset of war did not end the con~
cern of many women with the fate of. the slaves. The wdmen who had. been active .
in the abol;txonist and women"s rights movements wanted' the war t¢ achigve the
emanclpatloh of the slaves--a result that was ‘far from'dertain when the war

wiy
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began. They wanted to see the war turned into a moral crusade. And the e s
"Battle Hymn of- the Republic," the words. composed by Julla Ward Howe, set the — .
» militantly r;ghteous tone, of this crusade° - ) L . Pt

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of e Loxd: o

He, is trampling out the v1ntage where-the grapes o .

, wrath are stored; .

He hath loosed the fateful lightnlnq of his- terrzble _ _ -
swift sword: . “ : _

His truth is marching on. S ~ 0.

Howe came to write the "Battle Hymﬁ" on a visit to Washington, where she

was stirred.by the sight of marching Union troops singing "John Brown's Body."

" - The words, with their biblical cadences, came to ‘her the next day’at dawn, she

recalled "in her Reminiscences: "I scrawled the.verses almost without looking
at the paper.“' Set to the tune 4f "John Brown's Body," the rousing song-~it ,“
reportedly brought ancoln‘tostedrs--captured the emotlons of the North and -
“helped to unify it, _ T~

‘.\\ ,- ¢ : . ‘..

The leaders of the women's rights movement:‘El;zabeth Cady Stanton and ’,

‘Susan B. Anthony, suspended their conventzons and direested their efforts towards -

the goal of emancipation. In May 1863, they ‘called a meeting to organize the

Women's National Loyal ‘League, whose 1mmediate task was to collect one million

sxgnatures on a petition asklng Congress'to pass an amendment freeing the slaves. .

“About five thousand women joined the League and close to 400,000 srgnaiures

" were collected and presented to the Senate in 1864 by Senator Cparles Sumner. ' .
One of the most active lecturers for the League .was Josephine Griffing, an’

abolitionist. Toward the end of the war she helped the freed blacks streamiag

into Washington find food, shelter and employment. Recognizing the need for

" a comprehonsxve government program to meet the needs of these liberated, but .

dostitute people, she lobbied for the creation of a Freedwan's Bureau, whlch
was founded in Mazch 1865.
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'Nurses, Soldiers, Spies

¢

one of the best-known and most popular orators for the Union cause wés
.a young woman named Anna Dickinson, who, while still in her teens, had gzven
lectures on abolition and women's rights. Her passiohate épeeches won heér the

- title "Joan of Arc" of ‘the Union cause. She was so effective a speaker
\}hat Republican candidates asked her to campaxgn for them during the state

elec&xons of 1863 and 1864, even though her views on such xssues as emancipa- |

tlon were more extreme than their own.
® .

WOMEN OF THE CONFEDERACY

- Women in the South experxenced the War between the States firsthand as few
Northern women did. They suffered more from hardship and, privation and grimly
watched whlle the Yankee invaders destroyed their homes,’iand and way of life.
- The women of tne Confederacy tended to be intensely loyal to their cause and
scornful of men who didn't enlist.

o

a

%

Confederate women volunteered for nursing and relief work, but not on so
large a scale as their Northern counterparts. local soldiers' aid societies
sprang up, in which women made bandages and collected supplies, but rno organi-

1zatzon on the scale of the Sanitary CommiSsion emerged in the South. For one

thing, it was unlikely that women raised to be Southern ladies would have under=-
taken the speech-making, fund-ralsxng and admlnlstratxve work performed by the
qanltary Commission women. The majority of Southern women were located on

farms and plentations, and their first responsibility was to maintain their
homes. Nursing and relief work tended to be done mostly by women whp lived in
the c1t1es. : “ :

Although Southern society traditionally frowned upon tiie very notion of a .
woman appearing in such a place as an army hospital, many women of "good" family
volunteered as hurses, and a aumber of these became hospital matrons or super-
intendents. Phoebe Pember of Savannah efficiently nanaged a Richmond hospital
despite the hostility she faced from the chief surgeon. On one occasion she ., °
protected the whiskey barrel, which was in her custody, from a group of drunken
soldiers, holding them off with a plstol.8 Kate Cumming of Mobile," Alabama,
braved the dlsapproval of her family to serve in a hospltal at the front.

One of the most outstanding Confederate fhurses was Sally Louisa Tompkins,

a twenty-eight-yearrold woman of "good"s family, who early in the war opened a-
hospltaﬁ in a private home in Richmond and recruited a group of,society women
to be nurses. Tompkins' dedication was total, and her standards of care and
sanitez .ion were extremely high. One contemporary observed after a visit, “"The men
under Miss Sally's kind care looked so clean and comfortable( cheerful, one
might say. They were pleasant and nice to see."®  Her record of healing was
SO xmpressive that in September 1861, when. private hospitals were being closed,
she wa% commissioned- a captain in the cavalry so that her hospital could con-
tinue to receive wounded soldiers. Out of 1,333 patients admitted in the four
years of the war, there were only 73 deaths, a remarkable record.

{
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Wiées of officers often followed their husbands from one army camp-to

. another, living close to scenes of battle and bombardment. Mary -Ann Webster
Loughborough, for. example, followed her officer husband from Tennesseé to
Mlssourl to MlSSlSSlppl. In her Journal, whloh as publ;shea in 1864, she

burgqg, durzng the srege ang bombardment of that

Some women with a taste for adventure -participated in the mllztary action.

. loreta Janeta Velasquez, disguised as.a man, fought alongside her husband. in -
the Confederate army, and continued her sexvice as a soldier even after his

death. A larger number of women weriy:gaes and couriers. Belle’ Boyd, a .

Whe

daring seventeen-year-old, living in rtinsburg, Virginia, under federal oc-
cupation, becamé friendly with Union“officers and passed information by mes
senger to the Confederates. 1In the fall of 1861, she was appointed courier
- for Generals Jackson and Beauregard, a post in which she often rode horseback
to relay military information. Arrested and imprisoried several times during
the war, she survived it to becomé an actress as well as a popular speaker on
her wartinme experlences. Rose - Greenhow, a popular Washlnéﬂgn hostess from pre=-
war days, when her husband worked for the Department of State, turned her
Washlngton home into a center for a large confederate spy rlng. One confed-
‘erate woman wrote of her in August 1861: _ 7

They say Mrs. Greenhow furnished Beauregard with the
‘latest news of the Federal movements, and so made the Manassas .
"victory a -possibility. She sent us the énemy's flans. Every- . Lo
thing she said was true, numbers, route and all. '
‘Even after her discovery and imprisonment, Greenhow continued to pass infor-
mation. 1In 1863 she was sent abroad to England and France as an unofficial
agent for the South. Her death was as dramatic as her life. On her return to,
America in 1864, '‘she was drowned, when the small boat she had taken<tc elude
capture attempted to escape federal gunboats, and capsized 'in a storm.

Augusta Evans (Wilson), a writer of sentimental novels, contributed ef-'
fective propaganda to the Southern cause at a time when morale was low. Her
novel Macaria: or Altars of Sacrifice, part of whicly she had written on wrap-
ping paper while nursing wounded soldiers, whs regarded as such a powerful -
argument for the Confederacy that a Union generdl allegedly trled to prevent
it from gettlng 1nto the hands of hls troops.

]

Keeping the Home‘Flres Burning

’The'majority of Southern women made their greatest contribution to the

war effort simply by staying home and running the farm or plantation in the
absence of most of the men, 'except the slaves. They assumed the responsibil-:
ity for producing food, ‘harvesting and marketlng cotton, and making c}othing
r‘and other supplies for the army. Women got their old handlooms and Apinning
wheels out of the attic and manufactured home@pun cloth. They saved scraps of
leather to make into shoes. While the plantatlon mistress managed the labor

of slaves, the farmer's wife undertook the men's work of plowing, plantlng and

‘heavy farm repair. ) .
. » : ¢ L L) ’
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Women found work for wages in factories created to produce war.supplies,
and as sohoolteachers replacing men gone to war. Destitute single women,
especially war widows, found jobs as government clerks. A Confederate lady

" . wrote in her dzary of one such woman: ;

......

£y

Mrs. Bartow, the widow of Colonel Bartow, who was kllled
at Manassas, is-now in one &f the departments ‘here, cutting .
bonds, Confederate bonds, for five hundrad Confederate dollars ”
‘ a year...Her brother-in-law, has ‘'been urgent with her to come
and live with them...In spite of all he can say, she will not
forego her resolution, and she will be independent.

"Although she admired this woman, the diary writer vowed that she and her frieﬁds

would rather stay home and starve than stand up all day 1n an.office and be
ordered around by -a department- olerk.

Diaries from Dixie L . .

Many of the Southern women kepc diaries and journals and wrote letters re-
cording both the excitement and the ordeal of the war years. Not'-originally

‘intended for publication, these documents ‘have proved to be a ‘rich mine of in-

formation for those seekxhg to reconstruct daily life in.a South that was pass=~
ing forever. One of the most remarkable of such diaries was that kept by Mary

Boykin Chesnut (1823-1886), whose husband, James Chesnut, held important mxlmtaryr

and 1egxslat1ve posts in.the Confederacy. Mary Chesnut was personally acquainted
with most of the Confederate leaders as well as with many of the "first families
of the South." Published:in shortened form as A Diary.from Dixie, Chesnut's
‘diary overflows with.witty firsthand portraits of the Confederate leaders, mili-
tary rumors, romances, family tensions and tragedies, vivid déscriptiohs of

town and country life, and surprxsrng views of slavery and the slaves.

v

In her entry of July 9, 1861, just before the Battle of Manassas-Bull Run,’
Chesnut conveys the gaiety and excitement that prevalled early in the war before
either. sxde had any idea homplong—the—confllot_w uld last:

Our battle summer, so called, May ‘it be our'first'and our
last! After all, we have not had any of the horrors of war.
Could there have been a gayer or pleasanter life than we led
"in Charléston? And Montgomery! How exciting it all was there.
-So many clever men and women, congregated from every part of
$he South. To be sure, flies and mosquitoes and a, want of
‘neatness and a want of good things to eat did drive us away.

In Richmond, the girls say it is perfectly delightful. We £ind.
it so too. _

When'quartered in the cities of Richmond, 'the Confederate capital, and Columbia,
South Carolina, Chesnut and her circle of friends followed a hectic round of

- social life which included dinner parties :and theatricals, a life she greatly

preferred to the quiet life on the plantation. In her diary Chesnut reveals

' ¢
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the weaknesses of the Confederacy, 'the tendency’amony the leaders to disagree
and to resent any show of strength by President Jefferson Davis, and the
. inability to bury personal differences and pull together ‘that undoubtedly
“contributed to their defeat. Even after the route of’ Northern troops at ,
. Manassas=Bull Run, there was quarrel;ng and bacabzt;ng~-

o ‘Trescot says\many leaders here hate Jeff Davis. Ye . : _ )
— : says disintegration has already begun. Mr. Davis' enemies L g
N . . -asks Why did we not follow the flying foe across the Poromac? e
oL ' That'ic the question of the hour, even in the drawing room. 13 oy

Chesnut ‘déplored the tendency of the néwspapers to taunt and abuse the. govern-
ment instead of rallying pcople to its support. "There are the Yankees to '
abuse," she wrote, "if only our newspapers would let loose their vials of
wrath on them and leave us untll the f;ght lS over a united people.™
fl
When not in Rlchmond or one of the other Southern cxt;es, Chesnut lxved at
Mulberry, her father~in-law's plantation. Although not’ ‘happy there, she VlVlkly
evokes the arxstocratlc vay of life that was pass;ng away under her eyes.
. 3
, When this establishment at Mulberry breaks up, the very St
' pleasantest, mostteasy-golng life' I ever'saw will be gone... -
My. sleeping apartimment is large and airy, with windows
_opening on the:lawn east and south. In those deep window- seats,
idly looking ‘ouc, I spend much ‘time. A part of the yard which
~ was once a deer pank has the appearance of the primeval foreét
+ the forest trees have been unmolested and are now of.immense
size. In the spring, the air is laden with perfumes, violets,
jasmine, crabapple blossoms,. roses. Araby the blest never was

A sweeter in) perfume. . And yet: there hangs here as on avery Southexn * ’
- landscape the saddest pall...CarLLages are coming up to the door o "e
and dr;v;ﬁg.away 1ncessantly :
As the Northern armies’ swept thxough the 'South, cutting a wide path of destruc-
tion, Chesnut reports on the fate of the lives and property of friends and
acquaintances: _ X . R
Poor Mrs. Middleton has paralysis. A Has she not had trouble
., ) enough? How much she has had to bear, theJr plantatzon and home . i
- on Edisto destroyed, their house ‘in Charleston burhed, her chil= - X
. dren scattered,-starvation in Lincolnton, and all as noth;ng to -
, .the one dreadful blow--her only. son was kzlled in Virginia, )
.« . At Mulberry, the Chesnut estate, Sherman s armies had a free-for-all. “On
. 7 one'side of tiie house, every window was broken, every bell torn down, every - -~ -
. ' piece of furriture ‘estroyed, every door smashed in. The other side was in- | ° .

- tact." Chesnut explaired that, Sherman himself stopped his men from destroying
. the “fine old house" “hosé owner was over ninety years old. The famlly books-}:.
and papers were oartled off and. stxewed along the Charleston Road.

. . ']
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One of the nost startlzng features of A Dzary ‘from Dixie is Mary Cheant s
views on ‘slavery, which she claimed were shared by many Southerners and par-
ticularly by women. Although intensely lc"al to the Confederate cduse; she
detested slavery, and frequently expressed her hatred for the institution as’
passionately as any abolitionist., The woxst aspect of slavery, in hex view,
was that it degraded famxlv life for whrtes and blacks: . :

; I wonder ‘if zt be a sin to thznk slavery a curse to any
land. Men and'women are punished when their masters and mis-
'tresses are brutes, not when thiey do.wrong. Under slavery, we
live surrounded by '‘prostitutes, yet an abandoned woman is sent
- out of any decent house. Who thinks any worse of a Negro or ‘'
mulatto woman for being a thing we can't name?  God forgive us,
but ours is a monstrous system, a wrong and an iniquity! ©Like &
the patriarchs of old, our men live all in one house with their |
wives and their concuhmnes. and the mulattoes oné sees in every
family partly resemble the white children. Any lady is ready to
tell you who is the father of all the mulattu children in every-
body*s household but her own. Those,>she seems to think, drop .

2

f.rom:the t:louds.:»'.16 .o . D e

3 . . .

&

She was angry at what she regarded as the hypocrisy of Northerne s like Harriet
. Beecher Stowe who ¢ried out against slavery from "clean, cool, New England homes" *
" without knowing what it was like to .live surrounded by slaves. Despite the dev-

astation wrought by the war, Chesnut, and many like her, rejoiced.in the end . of
slaverj as a*burden lifted from the Jback of the SOuth. : " A

'Therqivil War“changed the-lives of American women in the .North-and South
more than years of women's rights agitation could have done. ' Women had shown
themselves to be strong, patr;otrc and competent ‘at almost all kinds of work..
They. had been .planters, farmers, clerks, administrators, public sneakers,

. managers and nurses,:and many of them would--berause of the deaths of their

menfolk-~remaxn enployed after the war. Over a million former slave women were
added to the labor market as welL Though the ideal of “"true womanhood" lived on

" in popular rovels and in the speeches of antisuffrage senators, women were be-=

ginning.to be a force in-American life. Political rights for women were still
more than fifty years away, but for the first time, masses of women--not just ‘a
handful of'heroic individuals--would be seeking greater participation in edu-
cation, the labor force, the professions, organization work and politics. '
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Questions for Inquixy and Discussion .

. .. . .
. . - .
t ? )

1. Those who have studied the history of American women have noted that
each of America's wars has contributed in some way to the advancement ’

- . of women. List the ways in which this was true of American women of
s both .the North and the South during the Nivil War. -

. 2., Briefly describe the Civil War careers of Dorothea Dix;_c;ara Barton, s | f?
Mother Bickerdyke, Mary Livermore, Louisa May Alcott and Sally Tompkins. :
‘What is the most memorable fact about each? | R

.3. 'ﬁhat were the important accomplishments of the- banitary'%ommission? Ce
. In what sense did it turn out to be a career training program for
th sands f . =TT . ,
| ou o ‘women? \ . fﬁ_wﬂd%yﬁ,f;: : -
. 4. Discuss the roles of women .such as Julia Ward Howe, Elizaheth Stanton, '
- Anna Dickinson and .Josephine Griff;ng n turning the Union cause into
--a crusade against- slawery. : g "l ’ '

» s .
L} N . -

. 5, COmpare the ‘impact f the civil War on the lives of Northern and Southern
. women. In your view, who suffered more from the direct experience of
. : the war? -Did anything you read in this chapter contradict the stereo-
oo : yped v;ew of the delicate Southern "lady"? - Explain. - o

g L] Y

‘ Optional Activity . . - | S
e Investxgate the Civil War aohievements of Anna Ella Carroll. Was she Co e
a military genius, as suffragists claimed? Read the account ‘of her career Y
in History of Woman Suffrage, vol. II, pp. 3-13, the entry - on her in Notable, ’
" . American Women, and any other sources you can find. Weigh the evidence for
and against her claims as a military strategist. What were her most signifi-

cant contributions dur;ng‘the Civil war?, - , : 4

s
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CHAPTER' TWO .o | L
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, RECONSTRUCTION: _WOMEN%TEACHERS TO 'THE FREED STLAVES

-

¥

.\ » N :ﬁi ) * "' . .
wOmcn played an important role in the movement to eduoate the freed S A
slaves during the Civil War and Reconstruction. Followzng on the hedls of TR

the Union soldiers came the "Yankee schoolmarm," planting the New England
schoolhouse on Southernssoil. And even ‘though less than half the teachers
who came to the South were women, the image of the New England schoolmarm.
" stands out in the history of that period. Most of the teachers were aboli=
tionists wio regarded the Civil War primarily as a struggle against slavery,
and not Just as a war to preserve the Union. They saw in wartime and spost~
war conditions the opportunity not only to free the slaves, but to prove to
the nation that they were- capable of functioning as freé men.and.women. The
education of the former slaves was thus,  in a sense, a contxnuatxon ‘of the
prewar abolltlonzs* crusade. _The'teachers were recrulted and financed by
Northern relief: organizations. After the war, the educatxonal effort was | °
supervzsed by the Freedmen's Bureau.

THE PORT ROYAL EXPERIMENT I |

" The education of the freed slaves ,and the xmportant role of women 1n this L
effort began before the war waS“over--zndeed, ‘even before. the Emancipation
‘Proclamation~-in areas of the South that fell under Union control. As early
as September 1861, a freed slave named Mary Chase opened & school for contra-
bands (as the slaves behind Union lines were called during the war) in Alex- Y
andria, Virginia; and Mary Peake, a free Black,. founded a.similar school’ at ' s
' Fortress Monroe in Hampton, Virginia. However, the iwst ambitious educational -
experlment during the war was undertaken at Port Royal, the Sea Islands of
‘south Carolina, captured in November 1861 by Unzon forces and held under mili-"
‘tary occupatlon throughout the war. - 7 -

< v’ L
As the guns of the Union navy boomed in Port Royal Sound, all the masters
fled to the mainland, leaving behind their homes, -their cotton plantations )
and some lO 000 slaves, mostly field hands. ' In an effort to deal with the
urgent needs of the plantation people, ‘who,f owing to their igolation on the
islands, were among the least educated people in the South, the War Departmeht
encouraged relief organxzatxons in the North to send carefully selected volun-
teers to Fort Royal. Farly in March 1862, the first band of men and women ar-
rived at Port Royal, and several hundred more were to follow before the war was

' over. Most of these "missionaries" came from New England, New York and Penn-

sylvania, and were well educated, idealistic and religious. They distributed

' food and clothing and provided medical care to the blacks, organized them as . -

L

free laborers to harvest the valuable cotton ~crop, and set up a school system.“a

' Although the women who came to Port Royal saw ‘themselves prxmar;ly as -
teachers, they had many other important dutles as well. . "Besides. distr;butlngA;
" Northern bounty and teaching school, they also kept house for thé superlnten- CL
. dents," wrltes Wlllle Lee- Rose, the author of the major book on tne Port Royal -

, Lo vy
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(Experimént. “"These Northern women who stepped into the plantatlon mzstresses’

shoes had no easy job. With no conveniences, lzttle furniture or equipment,
and army. rations sparsely supplemented by plantatlon produce, the simple pro-
duction of' three meals a day was a large order." ' . ’

=l
L.

Laura Towne S O ‘ ‘ C

E

. One of the mést outstandmng and energetzc of,the women teachers at port
Royal was Laura Towne (1825-1901), described by a fellow teacher as "the most
indispensable person on the place." A natlve of Pennsylvania, Towne came to
Port.-Royal in 1862, under the auspices of the Port Royal Relief Committee of -~
Phxladelphia. .1t was an opportunity for her to combine her ardent abol;tzon-
ist beliefs with an interest in medicine. Like most of the female volunteers,
she performed housekeeping chores and distributed clothing. She also practiced
medicine,. but her greatest contribution was to edudation. In September 1862,

.~ she founded the Penn School, one of the very first of the freed slaves' schools,
. and. one of. the longest lived. As with most of these schools, the q;mgxnal Penn

School was held-in a church. : However, by 1864, Towne was able to move into a -
prefabricated schoolhouse supplied to her by Northern supporters and in whlch
che even had installed a New England-style school bell. :

¢ o

Laura Towne offered her: students academic subjects on a. primary and sec-

v, !

ondary level: reading and wrltzng, arithmetic,- geography, and eventually, .even®

Greeck and Latin. Unlike most of ‘the other teachers, who returned to the North
after, the Ciyvil War or Reconstruction, she stadyed on the Sea-Islands for the -
rest of her 11fe. For many years, her school offered the only secondary school
educatzon available to the black people of the area, and it served as a traln-
ing ground .for black. teachers. Although she stopped:practicing medzc;ne, she
did perfqrm the duties of a public‘health ogfzcer, and also served unofficially
‘as .,a legal advisor to the Sea Island blacks, in many.cases helping them to pur-
chase the very land on Whlch they had formerly worked as slaves.

Charlotte Forten = : . )

3

Most: of the teachers of -the freed slaves were white. One of .the few free
black teachers from thé North was Charlotte Forten (1837-1914), known later as

Charlotte Forten Grimke as a résult of her marriage to Reverend Fraricis Gramke.2

Her journal, published after her death, 48 one of the most 1mportant firsthand
accounts of the Port Roval experiment, as well as a moving record of a sensi- )

‘tive young black woman's experience of racial prejudice in the 19th century. ..

.Forten came' from an unusually. pr;vxleged background for a black wawan of her
time. Her fam;ly was among the' wealthiest and most influential black families
of Philadelphia. Her grandfather, James Forten, a successful sailmaker, was

" an outspoken antislavery leader, who opposed the Colonization Society (those

who wanted to free the slaves and send them back to Africa), and helped g¢on-
vert William Lloyd Garrison and others to radical abolitionism. He also

' raised funds in the black community to support Garrison's paper The Liberator.
“Charlotte Forten's father, Robert Forten, and her uncle, Robert Purvis, were
_ both leading black abolitionists, so-that from early childhcod on, she lived

and breathed radical abolitionist doctrines. Since her father refused to send
her to the segregated schools of thladelphla, Fuzten was educated at home by
private tutors. . . . e

e,
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Charlotte Forten began .her Journal at age. sixteen, after she, had gone

to live in Salem, Massachusetts, where she could complete her education at
unsegregated schools. After graduating from grammar school in 1856, she be-
came a teacher, the first black to teach white pupils in Salem. Though '
Forten was happy enough to have tlie teaching, job, her main interests wegre
reading fiovels and poetry, -going to lectures and concerts, and above all TN
attending abolitionist gatherings. Because of her ‘family connections, she

\was personally acquaxnfed with the leading dbolitionists, including Garxrison,
the poet John Greenleaf Whittier, Maria Weston Chapman and - others whom she
admired: Deeply hurt by racial prejudice, Charlotte Forten was filled with
,a desire to prove that blacks, if given oppprtunities, could. equal ‘whites in

- intellectual ab;lxty . . LY

.The Civil War changed Charlotte Forten's rather quiet, sheltered life,

£illing it with excitement and purpose. Hoping to use.her own intellectual
abilities to serve her people,. she volunteered eagerly to be a téacher at Port
Royal. Arriving on St. Helena's Island, she began teaching almost immediately
'in Laura Towne's school. Though Forten approached her work in an idealistic

- spirit, the difference between her high hopes and the difficult realities
often caused her to express disappointment or depression. Here, for example,
is what she reported to her Journal--her “friend beloved"--on her first day
of teaching: . - ' ' '

°

. £

Wednesday, Nov. 5 [1862] Had my first teaching experi-

ence, and to you and you only friend beloved, will I acknowl- )
edge that it was not a very pleasant one. Part of my scholars .
are very tlny,—-bables, I call them-=-and it is hard to keep E)
them quiet and interested while I am’ hearlng the larger ones.
They are too young even for the alphabet, it seems to me. I |
think I must write home to ask somebody to send me picture-
books and toys to.amuse them with. I fancied Miss T[owne]
locked annoyed when, at one time the little ones were unusually

! restless. Perhaps it was only my fancy...Well I must not_be

o discouraged. Perhaps things will go on better to-morrcw.

Forten and the other.teachers never stOpped reminding the children that they

- were free, and that they should honox those who fought for their freedom:

Monday,.Nov. 10 [1862] ...We taught--or rather commenced -
_teaching the children “John Brown," which they entered into
eagerly. I felt to the full significance of that song being
sung hére in. South Carolina by little negro.children, by those
awhom he-=-the glorious old man-—dled to save. Miss Tlowne] told

. thém about him.4

» £, .
They® also tried to instill racial pride by teaching albout heroic men of color:
Thursday, Nov. 13 f1862] ...Talked to the children a
little while today about the noble Toussaint L'Ouvertura,
They listened very attentively. It is well that they sh'ld
know what one of their own color ¢'ld do for his race. I
long to inspire them with courage and ambition (of a noble .
- sort,) and high purpose.> - L T o

19 ' )
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. The teachers marveled at the burning eageiness of the former slaves, adults,
.and chilisen, to learn to read and write. Forten noted the quickness Wlth
whlph many of them mastered- the hasxc skzlls-

Thursday, Nov. 13, [1862] ...This eve. Harry, one ot the -
mén on the place, came in for ‘a. lesson. He is most eager to
learn, and is really a scholar to be proud of. He' learns
rapidly. I gave him his Yirst lesson in writing. to-night, - ’
and his progress was wonéerful. He held the pen almost per- '
fectly right the first time. He will very soon learn to. ) . -
wrxte, I th;nk. . , : S S ' T

. Tuesday, Nov. 18 [1862] ...Tb-nzght gave Cupid a lesson
.. -in the alphabet. He is not a br;ll;ant-scholar, but he tries |, '
hard to learn, and so I am sure will succeed in time. A man, ¢
from another plantat;on came 1n for a lesson...He knows his
letters, and seems very br;ght._, "
In the words of Booker T. Washington, famous ex-slave and biack spokesman, Tit
was a whole race trying to go to. school.” _—

"Port Royal was_also the scene of the recruitment of the f;rst reqi-

ment of ex-slaves in the Union army, the First South Carolina Volunteers and
the training of the first regiment of freé blacks, the 54th ‘Massachusetts
Volunteers, both regiments under white officers. ,Charlotte Forten rejoiced

at the sight of the black soldiers in their blue coats and scarlet pants, and
trxumphantly reported to her Journdl every instance of their bravery in battle.’
After the disastrous Union attack on the forts outside Charleston, in which |
the Massachusetts 54th was almost wiped out, and their command;ng officer

COIOnel Robert 'Shaw kllled, she devoted herself to nursxng the wounded soldlers.

. -

¢

. In-her .Journal as well as in artxcies publ;shed in The Atlant;c Monthyz.
Charlotte Forten v1v1dly described such memorable Port Royal scehes as .the cele-
bration of the Emancipation Proclamatlon, on which 6ccasion the black people,
assembled for the celebratien, spontaneously burst into the singing of "My
Country *Tis of Thee," a "touching and beaugiful incident." She also described
a meeting with the legendary Harriet Tubman. And she frequently mentioned the
rousing religious gatherings of the plantatlon blacks at which they sang their
unique, rhythmic music, which sounded excxt%ng\but unsettling to Northern ears.

S

”VSUSIE xlnngaylor e :‘“_fi;:ﬁ“_;:‘ T . ;;,:

Another black teacher of freed slaveq on -the Sea Islands was Susie Klng
Taylor (1848-1912). Born a slave on the Georgia Sea Islands, she was raised
by a grandmother in. Savannah, where she learned to read and write at an illegal =
school .for blacks. 'She escaped to freedom when the Unicn forces captured the

. .Sea Islands, and not long after, married Edward K;ng, a freed slave belonging

. to the First South Carolina Volunteers in training at Port Royal. She became
the regimental laundress and nurse and taught many of the soldiers to read and
write. As she later descrlbed it ia her life story, Reminiscences of My Life

in Camp (1902) : . -
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1 taught a great many of ‘the oomsades in Company E to
read and write, when they were off duty. Nearly all were
anxious to learn. ‘My -husband taught some also when it was
' convenient for him. °I was very happy to know my efforts .
were successful in camp, and also felt grateful for the appre-
ciation of my services. I gave my .services WLlllngly for four .
years and three months yithout receiving a dorlar. ., I was glad, '
however, to be allowed te go with the:regiment,'to care for & _
the sickiand afflicted uomrades.7 Lo e e

. . .. . o
' Ve . A

.After her husband's’ death in <1866,. busle King Taylor supported herself and /-

her son by teach;ng in a;sehool for freed slaves in Georgla.-

7

Postwar: Foundzng Schools . o T -

. -
’

At the war's end there were some four million former slaves, most of them *
desperately eager for an education for themselves and thexr children. Schools:
for the freed slaves were launched all over the South. 1In the Port Royal pat-
tern, the teachers were recruited mainly in the North by relief and missionary

. organizations, but now the activities of these organizations were coordinated

by.the Freedmen's Bureau, which had been established by Congress in March 1865,.
By 1869 there were more than 9,000 teachers, of whom about 45 percent were
women, teach;ng some quarter of a million children enrolled in over 4,300 ' -
schools. According to some hzstorlans, these 'schools laid the groundwork for
a publxc school system in the Scouth where none had existed before the war.. As
Congre551ona1 Reconstruction got underway, the reconstructed governments of

+the Southern’ states generally voted tax funds to support-the schools. (In

"most states there were separate schools. for black chxldren and white children,
but in some states the §chools ‘were mixed. ) -

Jnlike the Northern teachers at Port Royal during the war, those who came
to teach the freed slaves after the war were. obllged to face the host;llty of
the white Southerners, now embittered in defeat and living in poverty, their
old way of life destroyed. Since most of the teachers believed in social and
political equality for the former slaves, their ideas were bitterly resented
even by those Southerners who favoreéd some sort of education for the.blacks.
The teachers seemed to be consciously carrying out.thé aims of the Radical -
Republicans in Congress, and as a result, were. at best ignored and socially
excluded, at worst hgrassed and sometimes physically attacked. ' Certginly many

- 0f the teachers did share the views of the Radical Republicans, and tried tos ,
- teach their pupils to look to their Northern allies for guidance. The polatical

zeal of many of the ‘teachers is evident in the following set of questlons and
answers frequently heard in the freed slaves' schools:

. . R .
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Teacher: Are you glad you are ‘freef . L T
Student: Yes, Indeed. ' ' e e
. Who gave. you your freedom

' GOdo -t , S e . s 3 F- 5 )Q?
“Through whom”g L . .o s
Abraham Lincoln. ?. &£ : ' o
Is Mr. ancoln dead? . . S T . I
Yes. - J o e . ' - . Pl B
S 'Who is your presxdent° ] R '
S L . Johnson. . S
S ' ' . Are’you glad you have schools and teachers? . P ’ ‘
Yes.

%

Do you want these freends who arc herc today .

to go North‘and send you more teaohere? o

Yes, Indeed.® -~ o o

. . S

e A typ:cal day in a freed slaves' school might begin with a prayer, a pore’

ST ‘tion of scripture and the s;ng;ng of hymns and such songs as the "Battle Hymn® o
of the Republic" ang “John Brown's Body." Many of the teachers. tried to teach VL
the classical curriculum of the typical New England school.. It included read- | :
ing and spelling, geography and oral and written arithmetic. In.the higher '

) grades hxstory, philosophy ‘and natucal phxlosophy were taught, and sometimes

.* Greek' and Latin. Other teachers favored the teaching of practecal skills:
knitting, sewing and housekeepxng for the women; carpentry and blacksmithing
for the men. . In ‘addition to teaching academic and vocational subjécts, many of :
the teache:s tried to instill in their students the New Englapd .virtues of - o
. cleanliness, thrift and pride in craftsmanship. "We were convinced," wrote onc AT
. ¢ - . woman tg?cher, »,..that needles and thread and soap and decent olothlng ‘were = .

e _ the: best educators, and would civilize them sooner than book knowledge

Y I N

N That one such teacher made a profound 1mpress1on on a future black leader
we know from Up from Sl averz, the "autobiography of Booker T. Washingfon. Ar-
rxv;ng aﬁ‘h;s heart's desire, Hampton Institute, after an incredibly arduous
journey, Washzngton presented himself to the head teacher, fearing that he
looked like a tramp. Without either refusing or a&mlttlng him, the teacher
handed him a broom and as&ed him to sweep the recxtatlon room. .
~ S a - ]
I swept the" recltatxon-room three times. Then I got a
.. dusting-cloth and I dusted it four times. All the woodwork
- around the walls, every bench, table and desk. I went over four
~ times with my dusting-cloth. -Besides, ever piece of furniture
- had been moved and every closet and corner in\the room had been
thoroughly cleaned. I had the feeling that in a large measure
'my future depended upon the impression I made upon the teacher
in the cleaning of that Yoom. When I was through, I reported to
_ ‘the head teacher. She was a "Yankee" woman who knew just where
e . " to look for dirt.’ She went into the room and 1nspected the floor
M and closets; then she tqok her handkerchief and rubbed it on the
woodwork about the walls, and over the table and benches, When
she was unable to find one bit of dirt on the floor, or partlcle

N o of dust on any of the furniture, she quietly remarked, "1 guess
o you will do to.enter this institution."}1 _ ) L
o . ) . /
. ¢ .
-?S : . e '_'\'
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. selected to be in the first class of atlanta University. After graduating in

.o

¢
t

Elsewhere in h;s book, Washxngton credits thxs teacher, Mary Mackxe, with
having taught him pride in the dlgnxty of labor, the cornerstone of his edu-~
catlonal philosophy. o S . -

Another 6edicated "Yankee" teacﬁer who favored the kind of vocational

" - training for Blacks latér advocated by Booker:T. Washington and others was

Martha Schofield. (1839-1916).. During the Civil War she served as a nurse,

and afterward: volunteered to teach at a freed slaves' school in South Carolina.

She: started teachmng ‘the Sea Islands, near Laura Towne gut later moved to a
Freedmen s Bureau school in Aiken, South Carolina,: where she stayed for the
‘rest. of her lee. When funding from the Bureau ran out, Martha Schofield

raised money for the school from Northern philanthropists. Offering courses in

farming, carpentry, blacksmlthxng, cooking, sewing and ptzntlnq in addition to

academic, subjects, the Schofield school eventually became one of the most highly

regaraed high schools in the South. Like Miss Mackie, Martha Schofield laid
great stress on cleanliness, hygiene and attractive and tidy living conditions

~ Before long the Northern teacherS'toighe'freed slaves were joined by numbers

of Southerm white women, who found in schoolteaching a respectable means of '
support. . By the 1870's, more and more of the newly literate black people were

' becoming teachers themselves, many of them only a step ahead-of their students

in age and ability. With Reconstruétion at an end, and white supremacy. re~- -
stored in state «iter state after 1876, the public school system established

, during Reconstruction remained, but became totally segregated. Far less tax .

money was spent on black schools than on white. schools, and black children, in
many places, received only a minimal education. 1In order for black people to

obtain'any kind of quality education, they had to found tlieir own institutions .

thh the help of prxvate benefactors., oo .

Fortunatcly, by thc 1870's, a corps of black college graduates were ready

to assume leadership in the education of their pecple. The institutions for
higher learning which had been founded durzng Reconstruction, su¢h as Hampton
Institute, Howard University, Atlanta Unxverszty and others, were turning out
graduates who would become teachers and school founders all over the South.

One buch educationdl leader was Lucy Laney (1854-1933). Born in Macon,

Georgia, of parents who had been slaves, she was educated at a school for freed

slaves founded by the American Missionary Association, where she proved to he
an excellent student. At the age. of fifteen, she was one of the students

1873, she taught at various public schools.throughcut Georgia. In 1886, Lucy-

ianey founded the Haines Normal and Industrial Institute in Augusta, Georgia. .

She raised the money for the enterprise in the North, naming the school after
a majar benefactor, Mrs. F.E.H. Haines. Lucy Laney aimed to prepare her stu-
dents for college to become teachers. She disagreed with those  educators--

black and white--who regarded vocational training as the most appropriate course ~

of study. for black people, and she offered her students a full l;beral arts
eouxse. ‘
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&' .~ . DPuring the 1890'5, she added a kindergarten and a nurses' training pro-
gram. She was not afraid to speak out pﬁblzcly against racial disérimination
and 1n3ust1ce, and she worked on a municipal commlttee to obtain greater
financial support from the-city of Augusta for Blacks' education. In 1893
Lucy Laney wrote proudly of some of the accompl;shments of her school

...Already 1n the publlc schoola of this ¢ity, in sight of
our bu;ldlng, four cof our girls are employed as teachers.
) County "School Commissioners send to us for teacher$. We are
- through our students yearly treaching a large number of persons. .k
" Through our forty student teachers, 'with schools now under’ their
) care that average, 35 scholars each, we are reachrng indirectly
1400 children. The three or four hundred added to this that
" come directly under cur care-.causes us to reach about 1800 young
people; but, oh, 1arge as- this numberuseems, it is small when we
think of the many . hundreds to’ whdm scarcely ‘a ray of light has-.
;e : yet come'lz ) ‘ . . . S .o ' B
Though'Lucy Laney accepted both 'boys and girls at.her school, she was par-
ticularly concerned with the education of girls.. She regarded wcmen as the
force that would morally upllft the black race;

’ »

. = The educated Negro woman, the woman of. charagter and cul~ .
et - ture, is needed in the schoolroom not only' in the k;ndergarten,' ’ “

' and in the primary ‘and'the secondary school; but :she is needed . ) e
- ' in high school, the academy, and the college. Only those of '

: character and culture ‘can do successful lifting, for she who

would mould character must herself possess it. Not alone in the
schoolroom can the.intelligent woman lend a lifting hand, but '
as a public’ lecturer she may give advice, helpful suggestions, .
and meortant knowledge that will change a whole commun;ty and

start .its people on 'the upward way.l3

Ui

£

’ . NOTES.
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l. Willie Lee Rose, Rehearsal for Reconstructlon. The Port Royal Experiment
(paperback ed., New York, .1964) p. 85. : o _

2. Reverend Francis Grlmke was the son of a slave mother by Henry Grimke, a
South Carolina planter, the ‘brother of the famous abolitionists Sarah

and Angelina Grimke. ]
3. Forten, The Journal of Charlotce*qucen, Ray Billington, ed.s p. 148.
- L

.

4. 1Ibid., p. 148.
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' 5. Ibid., pp. 149-150. T i -

6. Ibid., pp. 150, 152,

°

. 7. Lerner, Black Women in Wh;te Amer*ca, p. 1100~ ,Excerpt is from Susie -_5‘ %
) :xlng Taylor, Remzn:scences ‘of My Life in camp {Boston, 1902) P RS

. 8. bed., PB 93-94. | B .
! '-i9, Henry Lee want, The ‘Northern Peacher in the South. 1826-1870 " ' 3 .
;) ‘(Nashville, Tennessee, 1941) p. 89 ' S - v :
! 10. Rose, Rehearsal for Reconstruction, p. 235. Quotation is from Elizabeth fé
- _Hyde Botume, First Days Amqngst the COntrabands (Boston, 1893) .oE
x‘ : H
) Al Booker T. Washzngton, Up from Slavery (1901, paperback ed., New York, E
1965’ p. 47. ) . I . H . f-,.l
12. Lerner, Blaak Women in thte Amerzca, p.. 123, Excerpt is from Lucy . iLmE
Laney, Church at Hbme and Abwoad (August 1893),; p. 140. g i ‘
Yoy 13, Loewenberg and Bogin, eds., Black Women in Nineteenty-Century American T.i
, rt¥e, p. 300. Excerpt is from Lucy laney, "The Burden of .the Educated .
Colored Woman," a paper read at the Hampton Negro Canerence No. - III,
» July 1899, .o .
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Questions for Inqu;ry and .Discussion y

S . . - 3
' - - . ' . -l ’ ¢ : ) . ° B .
\

1. .from what - you know of. thELI reform actmvxt;es béfore the civil War’ why .

was it natural ‘for Northern women to play an’ actxve role in the educa-
tion of freed slaves? _ S

2.; Br;efly describe the contrlbution ofeach of the following women o the S
education of freed ‘slaves: Laura Towne, Charlotte Fcrten, Susie King : S
. Taylor, Martha Schofleld and . Lucy Laney. C C

3. wmat were the two types of educaticn offered the freed slaves by. the s
. Northern schoolteachers? which type evidently 1nfluenced Bocker T. oo 0
, Washington? Which influenced Lucy Lapey? ' g > S
4.5 why were many of the Northern teachers resented by white. SOutherners? T }ﬁ

Give at least one example of the “"political" teachings communicated to K j%
the former slaves by Northern teachers. - . : :

. .b’/f - | 0ptional Act;v:ty -," o - - -'g

' " Read fzrsthaqd accounts of teachers of the freed slaves at Port Royal. ' B
South -Carolina, such as The ‘Journal of Chazlotte Forten or. Letters from Port
Royal (edited by Elizabeth Ware Pearson; see Bibliography) or others. Pre-
pare an oral or writtén report presenting some of the hxghllghts of the

teachers' exper;ences.

.
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" era before_ the war--the e¢ra of Manifest Destiny, of the Mexican:War and of’
. the California. gold rush. In fact, the nation had ‘really begun*to ook at

"back at the time of the Lou;s;ana PurchaSewzn IBGJQ*

.played by .Sacajawea ‘in the Lewis and Clark: ‘expedition. ' Even’ before the pur=- -

wexe. washed overboard w1

"CHAPTER THREE - -~ = .

% ' WOMEN OF.'THE WESTERN FRONTIER

. .
» E ]

The end- cf the C;vxl War saw a tiew surge of expansxon westward on the’
part of a trxumphant, powerful and growing Unzon. “The years 1865-1890 were
the classic périod of the American -frontier; the best known in. Story and
legend for 'its cowboys and ‘homesteaders and horseback-riding Indians of the
Great Plains. But actually America's westward orientatio had begun.in the

i o
5 SRS

the vast frontier stretching away from the seacost on which. 1t was born, :

‘)_"‘1. ot .? E

-

som;.: INDIAN WOMEN OF THE WEST. . A \i""\ﬁ e
. N B = : . ) _‘ _,. . '-“__ ﬂ-\
Sacajawea: 'Shoshone Woman I sﬁ'ff +

.G

. '1If the story of Amer;ca s westward expansion begins with the Louxs;an&
Purchase, then the role of women in that story properly begins WLth the part

chase, President Thomas Jefferson had ordered Heriwether Lewis and William
Clark to -explore. ‘the Northwest Territory with the hope of finding a water .
route to the Pacific, and.to become acquainted with the Indians . theze. .Thé.
members of the. expedztzon left St. louis in May 1804, and ended their’ journey
1n September 1806. -The one woman in 'the exped;tion, Sacajawea (c. 1786—1812},,
a ‘Shoshone ("of Snake") Indian, was of great value to it as an“interpreter and .
guide in the wilderness. She was one of the wives of Toussaint Charbonneau,:ag_
French Canadian hired by the party as an. interpreter. The couple joined the g;;
expedition early in 1805, while its members were wxnterxng among «the Mandan
Ind;anSoalong the Missouri River in what’ is now North Dakota. Sacajawea gave
birth to a son, "her first child, shortly before the party set off, .and. un- o
doubfédly the presence of the eighteen-year-old mother and her infant gave a C
peaceful appearance to. the explorrng party. L ' '

t
?

Although Sacajawea was not the princrpel gu;de for lewis and 01ark, as
many, of the .legends about her have clained, she did perform many valuable serv=-

Loees Ty T,
- PR O

. ices. ' Lewis noted her ability to f£ind wilderness foods zuch as wild arti-

chokes to supplement their diet of meat and fish. Once, ‘when one of the boats
containing instruments, books, medicines and other articles vital to-the suc~ o
cess<of the enterprise overturned. the boat was righted and the contents saved, ;
owing to the cool heads and cou¥age of some of the members on board, including - .
Sacajawea, but not her éxcitable husband. Lewis -observed, "The Indian woman .

' to whom I ascribe equal fortitude and resolution with any person on board at

the time of the accident, caught and preserved most of the lighc articles which

. . ‘ . St [N s . Co @ vt : = - R
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fxnally encountered the Lemh; Shoshone Indxans, ‘the tribe from whrch she had ’
been. captured and, sold away years" before. At one point when ‘she was ill,
Lewisobsexved worrledly that she was "our .only deépendence for a. frlendly
negotiation with thé Snake Indians." .Théy needed the Shoshone to give them -
horses- and-heélp-guide ‘them -through the Continéntal Divide and then to the .
navigable,wéters of the Columbia River. But the Lemhi Shoshone were at first
suspicious of the party. It seems clear from the journals of Lewis and Clark’
- that Sacajawea's presence was important. 1n wxnnzng the confxdence of this
ribe.- As described there, ‘Lewis . and Clark opened a cenference with the ch;ef,
Cemeahwazt, and sent for Sacagawea to 1nterpret..’

o . @ o

. 3
. LI I
' " ‘ -

. y * She came znto the tent, .sat down, and was begxnnxng to
- . «¥ . interpret when 'in the person. of Cameahwait she -recognized her

' ... brother: She instantly jumped up, and ran and embraced him,
.‘throwzng over him her blanket_and” weepxng profusely.a..After

some ‘conversation between them she resumed her seat, and

) _ attempted to interpret for us, but her new Ssituation seemed I
-, to, ovegpower her, and she. _was frequently 1nterrupted by her . o
"+ tears.”. . . A ... '

,,

¢
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On the. return tr;p in the summer of 1806, when the group was dlvided 1nto S
two parties, Sacajawea scrved as.a-guide to Clark's party as they made. their
g “way through,the mountain passes around the: Continental Divide. When Lewis and
e . CIark paxted £rom Sacajawea and Charbonneau in August 1806, Lewis remarked.

et ’ coe This man has been very serviceable to us, and his w#ife :
o » particularly useful among the Shoshonees. Indeed, she has ‘.
- . borne with a patience truly admirable, the fatigues 'of so long . sy
- L 3 a route, incumbered with the cﬁ%rge of an infant, whe is even ST~
o now only nineteen. months old.3 | T

e

charbonneau was paid five hundred dollars and thxrty-three cents, SacaJawea, -
"nothing. Clark eventually undertook the education of Sacajawea's son, whom he
. found’a. "beautiful promising child." : 4
.. | B
o ,' Another Native American, woman arouni Whom legends grew in the history of ‘
© the Northwest was Marie Dorion, an Iowa Indian, wha was the only woman on the
: . ‘overland expedltlon to Astoria, at the mouth of the Columbia River, made by
o kS ’John Jacob Astor's fur company. She. is known mainly for her outstanding feats .
Co - of survival in the wilderpess. Her' story was well known in her lifetime through -
;T ~Washington Irvzng s Astarla, and through other accounts by Astoria pioneers. :

o . Ia the early 19 .century Native American women of the West like Sacajawea, 5
Marie Dorion and marly others played an important role in introducing the Americaq
explorers and ‘traders to theé geographical marvels of their land and to the ways

j of their People. The earliest frontiersmen turned to Indian women for compan-

y 1q'sn1p as well as security. Many of the most’ well-known western scouts and

+ mountain men were “squaw men." However, once full-stale emigration to the West
| got’ un?erway, and white women began arriving in increasing numbers, the unzons;_

" "of Indlan women and whzte men became soc;ally unacceptable. L SRS
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Susette La FleSCHe' rCrusader for the Omaha -

%

r

‘\
Once Amerxcans\came wrth thexr families to settle and farm, rather than
to explore and ‘trap furs,\they inevitably clashed with the Indxans, who re-
‘sented and in the end violently=~but unsucoessfully--resisted the takeover of
-.their ancestral:slands. .As the white _Settlers.spread. first- throughout the Far -
; West and then filled up the Great Plarnsr‘the Indians were increasingly herded ,
orito reservations.. And even there, the lands\allotted to .them were constantly - "
~ in danger of bexng reduced. While for some Ind;an~leaders wan‘agaznst the - '
-white man was the only honorable solution, others saw. this as"a.suicidal course
~and ecame. to adopt th view that their. only hope for survivaxxlay in learnrng
the white man's ways and educating themselves and their chiidren 'so.that they. =
would be able to deal with the laws of the United States. Such a 1eader\was
Joseph La Flesche, ‘'or Iron Eye, the chief of the Omaha Indlans of Nebraska at.. s
‘the tinie when treaties with the United ‘States government were shrinking thezr- TG
“hunting grounds to a small reservatior. on the Missouri River. 'His daughter - = .
Susette La Flesche (1854-1903) was to become an eff?ctive medxator between her. S

fown people ant Amer;can soclety.< oy C - : . O

1% < !

Lo _ ;_‘ ' Susette lLa Flesche, or Bright Eyes, recerved her early educatron at a mis-
a . - sion, school on the reservation, and was so eager. to continue her education that
a sympathetrc teacher helped her to attend a girls' seminary in New Jersey. In
1873, -at the age of 19, she returned to thé reservation where she became a '
teacher. In 1877 occurred:the epmsode that impelled her-to become a crusader-
s for Indian rights,-and which began to arouse the American public to an awareness -
of the dishonorable way that the government had dealt with the Indians. The . -
- government had mistakenly assigned the lands of the Ponca, a néighboring tribe
of the Omaha, to the more warlike Sioux, and forcibly removed the Poncas. to the
. Indian’territory--Oklahoma=--where many of them died of illness ‘and-starvation.
’ . QSusette La Flesche began to write accounts of the plight of the’ Poncas and sent
them to an Omaha newspaper. . In 1879 the Ponca ‘chief, Standing Bear, and some - *;;
of his followers, -walked the five hundred miles from the Indian terrztory back i

™y

_to thexr land' where they were arrested by mxlrtary authoritles. o S ‘j"

! Thomas H. Txbbles, the Omaha newspaperman to whom La Flesche had been send«
ing hexr-articles, decided that the situation cbuld be publicized and the in-
justice suffereo by the Poncas brought to the attention of reformers in the, East.:
He accordingly arranged a lecture tour o the.East .for La,Flesche, her brother
Francis and Chief _Standing Bear. Dressed in Indian costume, usrng her Indian -
name, Bright Eyes, she impressed her enthusiastic audiences as a “true Indian
princess. and her eloguent speakrng aroused a number ‘of reformers to champron
-Indian rights. Two women in particular were ingpired by La-Flesche to make )
.the cause of .the Indians their life's work: Helen Hunt Jackson, a poet, whose
book Century of Dishonor (1881) summarized the long series of broken treaties .
between the U.S. government.and the Indians, and whose novel Ramona (1884) was
_an.attempt to do for the Indians what Uncle Tom's Cabin had done for the slaves;
and Alice Fletcher who became an ethnologist,” studying the ways of the Omaha
and other tribes, and who eventually served as an Indian agent among the Nez .

Perces in Idaho._

‘a
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Susette La’ Flesche also 1nfluenced Senator Henry L. Dawes to takq up the
Indian cause in Congress and the result was the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887,
~which authorized the allotment of reervation land with. ‘citizenship rights to
‘individual Indians. (Although at the time the Dawes Act: seemed. to promise
" greater justice for the Indians, it was’ eventually criticized as a law which -
hastened the breakdown of tribal structure and further reduced’ Indian land-
holdzngs y . .o ) .

«
-~

_Susette La Flesche was not the only remarkable woman in her famlly. Her
younger sister Susan La Flesche Picotte was also educated in the*Eastﬂand
-received a medical degree in 1889 when she was twenty-three. She ‘returned to
live among the Omaha in Nebraska and served her people as a doctor, hospital
founder and communxty leader. The La’ Flesche sisters, by ancestry and upbrings
ing, lived on the border of two worlds--white and’Indian. While they: both
absorbed the values of the former, they devoted themselves to the r.eeds of the
latter. - : :

PIONEER MISSIONARI'ES'{ IN OREGON: NARCISSA WHITMAN ANDOTHERS

Narclssa Whltman (1808-1,847) and Eliza Spaldlng (1807*1851), the fxrst two

. white womén.to make the overland journey through the Rockies to the. Pacific.

- Nortliwest, wanted to bring Christianity'to the Indians of that region. Whitman,

a ¢eeply. religious, young woman who had grown up in western New York, had wanted

to be a Protestant missionary from the time she was a teenager. Her marriage

to Dr. Marcus Whitman, the organizer of the Oregon‘m1551onary expedltzon, gave

her the opportunity to fulfill her youthful dream. . At their.wedding ceremony.

in February 1836, which was also a" farewell service, she moved the assembled

‘guests to 'tears when her cleS?’EBprano votce sang out in solo the last stanza

of a mlsszonary hymn: © , . C
In the deserts let me labor, ,
On the mountains let me tell, g . .

. How he died--the blessed Savior-- . ' LT
To redeem-a world from hell!l - '
Let me hasten, let me hasten, ‘

i@ " Far in heathen lands to dwell. | '

The_day after the.wedding, the Whltmans set out on the seven-month journey to

Oregon. The overland part of the trip ‘began at leerty, Missouri, the members

of the party traveling the 1900 miles by horseback'and wagon. The two women,

‘Whitman and Spalding-~-the wife of another missionary, Henry Spalding--traveled

- most of the way on horseback riding sidesaddle,.with the left foot in the stir- -

s
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. rup and ‘the right leg hooked over a horn on the saddle. ‘This cramped position-=- .

- ‘'we can only guess at the discomfort--was the only riding position congidered:
“suitable.for whmen-in the early 19th century. And despite the rugged conditions,

- .the two women. wore the. close-fitting heavy-sklrted oostume typical of the 19th df;

”*century lady.~

;h"

. Whatever the discomfort, Narcissa Whitman thoroughly enjoyed her upique -
wedding journey and enthusiastically recorded her impressiQns in letters to hex”
. parents and in _a diary: o » : -



N ' Our mariher of living is far preférable to any in the e
¢ States. 1 -never was so contented and happy before. Neither=
"have ‘I enjoyed such health for years. 1In.the morn ‘as soon ,
- as the day breaks, the first that-we hear is the’ word--arise, .
-+, + _, ~arise, ' Then the mules set up such noise as you never heard
- which puts the whole camp in motion. We encamp in a large ,
ring--baggage and men, tents and wagons, ‘and all the animals,
except. the cows. ..within the circle. ‘This arrangement is to.
accommodate the guard who stands reQularly every night and
. day. also when we are in motion, .to protect our animals. from
A the approach of Ind;ans who would steal them. o

ot

She seemed to del;ght in the details of open-air cook;ngﬁand eating on the
pra;r;es. ' ‘ a .

N . ‘ 0ur table is the ground, our tablecloth is an India .
. " rubber. cloth, used when it rains as a cloak; our dishes are T :
a : made of tin-basins for tea cups, iron spoons and plates,... - . H
g \ and several pans for milk and to put our.meat in...--each one ~ e
o _ carries his own’ knzfe in a scabbard and-it is already ready
e B for.use.b )

When their supply of bread gave out, the.two women baked bread for the com- o
pany of ten over the open fire.. As they had ‘taken cows with them, they enjoyed
the luxury of milk. When +they reached the buffalo range, that anxmal. cooked
in a variety of ways, became their major scurce of nourishment. ‘It disagreed =

" with Spalding, who was in poor health, but Whitman thrived on it. "So long
as I have buffalo meat," she wrote home, "I do not wish anything else." Like’
many of the pioneer women who were to follow her, Naxeissa Whitman quickly '
became accustomed to using buffalo chips (dung) for fuel on the wood-searce

praxrie.
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< .~ . After a ‘month and a half of traveling on. the prazrie, the women had their
£first chance to launder .their clothing during an eight-day stop at Fort laramie.
_ Then quietly, on July 4, 1836,. came the historic moment when Narcissa Whitman
¢ and Eliza Spaldzng rode through South Pass (now in Wyoming) on the Continental
D;vide. "Crossed a ridge of land today; called the divide,_which separates ‘the
waters that flow into the Atlantic from those.that flow into the Pacific,. and
. camped for the night on the head waters of_ #he Colorado," remarked Eliza
. Spaldang in her d;ary, without excztement.7 £
K . . : L]
‘ It did ndt take long, however, for the women s achievemertc in crossang the
Roékies to be appreciated. Two days later, the missionary party reached. the
. fur traders' Rendezvous on the Green River; where they wgre met by a-large
welcoming party of fur trappers, mountain men and Indian$. The two white
" women were immediately the center of attention; objects of awe and admiration.
i . .:*Whitman wrote: "I was met by a company of native women, one: after the other,
shaking hands and saluting me with a most hearty kiss. They gave Sister )
Spalding the same salutatlon." One of the mountain men present at the Ren~
~dezvous described, many years later, the strong impression made on both the
trappers anc the Indxans by the two mass;onary womein: :

. “oy
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uxs. Hh;tman was a large, stately, fazr skinned ueman,, .
with blue eyes and light auburn, almost golden hair. BRer.
. manners were at once dignified and gracious. She was, both
- -by nature and. education, a lady, and had a lady's apprecia- .
tion of all that was courageous and refined; yet not without e
' .. ah element of xomance and heroism in her disposition strong : g
enough to have. impelled her.to undertake a missionary life in . °
the wilderness. . Mrs. Spalding, the ,other lady, was moxe deli-
cate than her companion, - yet equally .earnest and zealous in
_ the cause they had undertaken. The: Indxans..,seemed to regard
.. them both as beings of a superior .nature.® .

The massionary party traveled from the Green River Rende;vous to their
destinat;on--rort Walla Walla on the COlumbea River=~in the company ‘of 'men fxom -
the Mudson's Bay Company as well as the Nez Perce and Cayuse Indians. The lohg

- stretch along the Snake River between the Rock;es and the Blue Mountains was,

. the most strenuous part of the journey. It ‘was so steep, rocky and sandy, that
Marcus Whitman finally had to abandon their wagon at Fort Boise. Even the exu-
berant Narcxssa Whitman now complained of the tediousness of the journey and

- wrote of missing her mothe2's bread and butter. At oné point Eliza Spalding

- "was thrown from her horse and dragged some distance with her foot in the stirrup;
" when her horse stepped into a hornets’ nest. As they neared- their final.desti~.
,natzon, however, Whitman was stirred hy the beauty of the mountain seenery.

R ;% It was beautiful. Just as we gained the highest eleva-
- tion & began to descend, the Sun was dipping his disk behind: -
R ... ''the western horizon. Beyond the valley, we could see two dis-
* . tinct mountains, Mount Hood & Mount St. Helens. These lofty .
peaks were of a conical form & separate from each other by a
- considerable distance. Behind the former the sun was hiding
- part of his rays which gave y a more distinct view of this .
gigantic cone. The beauty of this extenszve valley contrasted- °* ¢
well with the rolling mountains, behind us & at this’hour of ' -
. twilight was enchanting & quite diverted my mind from the fatigue
‘.. under which I was labouring. .
. ) se . i
Three days later, on September 1, 1836, she wrote with excitement:
You can better imagine our feelings this morning -than -I
can describe them. I, could not realize that.the end of our long
journey was so near. ‘w;/égose as. soon as it was light, took a
. cup of coffee and.eat of the duck we had given us-last night, |
hen dressed for Walla Walla. We started while it was yet early, .
. for all were in haste to reach the desired haven. The first ap-: S
. pearance . of civilization we saw was the garden, two m;les this .

i

s;de o the fort.lo T o . “'_ZT‘J o

~ ‘at Waiilatpu, while the Spaldings established theirs 125 miles away "among the
~_ Nez Perces.. Thus, at the very beginning of their missionary work, each of the

&

2 'E?f;- . -

5 . . ™ . ,_ g Cae 1 o .
g L N T TR L TN o
ey BRI UGS G SR ek TR PEPRT AL

The whztmans establzshed thexr Pxotestant mission arong the Cayuse Indians -
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:\women was, alone and did not see the other for about a year. thle Marcus

Whitman built the mission house, practiced medicine-and taught the Indians

the fundamentals of farming, Narcissa Whitman taught in the mission .school - L

and supervmsed the complek-household economy, « great hurden, as everything

" had to be done from scratch, and all the cooking performed over the open

f;replace. In 1838 four other mzssxonary couples came to Oregon as reinforce-
ments so that there were now six women ‘among -whom to share the problems of
being wives and mothers in the wilderness. + An indication of the«qtrong need
for smsterhood among the women- was the founding, in September 183é by the

. SixX wives of the Columbia Material Association, a kind of mothers' club, °

whose members pledged to help each other perform a Christian mother's duties.

The Whitmans led the way for countless American settlérs, but their mis-
sion work ultxmately failed and thexr.great adventure ended in tragedy. For
one .thing, the barriers of language and culture between thenselves -and the
Cayuse Indidns were great and the latter were not attracted by. their religion.
Idealistic as she was, Whitman was perhaps too much the sensitive refined lady,
and she grew to resent the constant presence of the Indzans in her house. . .
"The greatest trial is to a woman's feelings," she wrote to her mother in

- 1840, "is to have her cooking and eating.room always filled with four or five '

or more Indians--men--especially at meal time." A terrible blow to the couple-

was’ the accidental drowning’in 1839 of their beloved little daughter Alice L

Clarissa, born shortly after the foundzng of the~mzsszon.

i

4

The Indians began to show increasing host:l;ty toward the missionaries

.in the 1840's as the number of white emigrants to Oregon Steadily grew. Whitman
‘wrote to hey mother: : . .

6
We are emphatically situated on the highway between the ~ '
‘states and the Columbia River, and are a resting place™for the
weary travelers, consequently a greater burden rests upor us ' N
than any of our associates-~to be always ready. And doubtless
- "many of those who are coming' to this mission their resting place .-
will be with us until they seek and find homes of their own among BAEEN
the solitary wilds of Oregon 11 K ) :
The Indzans resented, among other thlngs, the aid and medical attention gzven *
the lncomxng emigrants by the Whitmans. In 1847, thelr resentment came to a
head when the, settlers brought with them an epldemzc ‘of measles which afflxcted
both white and Indian children. - When Margus- whitman was able'to cure the wh;te

~ children, but not the Indians, who, lacking immunities, died, the superstitious
- Cayuses regarded Whltman s medical work as witchcraft. On November 29, 1847,
' a small band of Cayuse warriors 1nv£aed the mission, murdered both Marcus and

Narczesa and fourteen others, and took prisoners. The massacre soon provoked

. an outtry which probably hastened the claiming of the Oregon terrxtory for the .

Unlted States._f AR

3

-TWQ of the other women in the Oregon missions=-Eliza Spalding and Mary.
Walker--while less glamorous than Narcissa Whitman, were perhaps better:suited

"in personality to be pioneer wives. . Spalding was the first of the missionaries
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.. four months later. The young women were guaranteed jobs in the. Waehzngton _
"1Terr1tory, ‘although matrimony, clearly, was tho unspoken goal of the enterprise.

116
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 to learn' the language of thé Indians--the Nez Perces--and they had Alhigh
~regard for her. Shé was also successful in teaching the Indian women at,

Y

their mission to sew, Spin and weave. Mary Wialker, the wifec of the misbionary R

‘Elkanah Walker, one of the women to arrive in the second group, was a woman

of incredible stamina. Her diary is an important record of the daily life at
an Oregon mission.- On a typical day Walker would record in her diary: ' "Dipped
24 dozen candles, Milked. Made cheese. Washed.:. COORing, scolding, etc.,

- as usual...Have been 4 days, occupxed in finishing the windows. Our house is

wholly glassed tho to complete it I had to set 47 squares of glass that were

more or less thured." In addition, Mary.Walker made all the family clothing

.and shoes, manufactured soap, and bore sik children in nine years. She also
found the time to satisfy her keen interest in nature . by collecting rocks and -
plants and stuffing animals. She embodied:-the skill, strength and intelligence -
needed by the piopeer womanh to survive and triumph.l2 &
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WOMEN ON THE WESTERN TRAIL T s . )

--Many women were to follow Narcissa Whrtman and Eliza Spaldzng on what the -
former twice called "an unheard of journey for females." A peak year for emi-
gration to Oregon was 1843, when a wagon train of two hundred families made the
overland ¢rossing. Emigration to California also began in the.early 1840's,
increased in 1846-47, the year of the famous and disastrous Donner party, and
rose to a flood after the discovery of gold in 1848. Eventually discoveries
‘of gold and silver in other parts of the West attracted new.settlement. Finally
came the settlemenm of the Great Plaxns after the Civil War by homesteaders..

Men outnumbered women in the emigrations and in the new settlements. Al-
though npo one has exact figures, it has beern estimated that during the gold

rush years, 1849-50, approximatelp 30,000 people a year migrated to the Far
'West==25,500 men, 3,000.women and 1,500 qmldren.l .The scarcity of women made
them valued as workers and .as wives, and most women who went west. had very little

* troible “finding a husband xf they wanted one. Certain enterprxszng persons made.

it their migsion to recruit females for the West. As early as- 1845, Catharine -
. Beécher, the well-known educator, wrote The Duty of American Women to Their

Country, in“which she argued that young women should be sent to the newly set-

tled regions of the West as schoolteachers. Dur;ng the,h 1860's, a young man
named Asa Mercer, from the Washington Terrxtory, recruited young women from the
East to go to Seattle by ship. The larger of these expeditions, consisting of
100 single women, set sail from New York in January 1866, and arrived in Seattle

Ultimately all the "Mercer Girls" married except one, who rema;ned single by
chozce. - : .
t- ‘ «

Although most’ of the fam;lles who headed west in the wagon trains were seek=’

B “ing to improve their. fortunes, it was generally not the poor who made the trip. .

. It took considerable means to outfit a wagon for the journey, which took approxi- -~

mately five months, and to carry enough money to help the families get started . '
'in.their new homes. Most ‘of the em;grants were male farme s, skilled workers,

merchants and their wives.

T
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+ = ' The trails to the Far West followed in the 1840's and 1850's usually . R
.started at some point along the Missouri River--Council Bluffs, St. Joseph
o or Independence-=-followed the Platte River to Fort Laramie (Wyoming) past . -

s Independence Rock and through the South Pass in the Rockies, which marked

' +the Contmnental Divide, to Fort. Hall or Fort Bridger to the south. The e
W . Oregon travelers followed the Snake River from Fort Hall, while those ‘bound ad
o . for Calzfornxa passed near ‘Salt Lake City through desert and followed the '

' Humboldt River, at the end of which rose the S;erra Range and fznally the 3
glow;ng California valleys. ‘ _ ‘ .

w

Like Narclssa whitman, many other women pioneers seetned to be aware of
the significance of being among the flrst, and took the trouble to record
their impressions and feelings as well as accounts of their daily activities
y in diaries and letters kept dq;xng the long trek and .in their new homes. - '
.These firsthand accounts nave prov;ded us with a rich and vivid record of llfe
. 5 1n the West. ' " :

15

¢

in a letter back East from Kansas in' 1857, a settler named Julia Lovejoy
vividly descrlbed a pioneer woman'on her way to a new home:,

o o " With oxen duly equzpped, attached to a huge baggage-
wagon, the wife mounts to her elevated seat and begins her
. toilsome journey! A “"wee bit" of -space’only is allotted to
g . ~ herx comfort, for the household goods must occipy all but
- - . just room for her to sit, without changing her position in .
' the least for rest--the "goods" towering .over her head from .
a dizzy height, and threatening an avalanche if any of the .
fixings Should give way, a basket of potatoes to rest het )
feet upon--in‘her arms a child not quite two years old; in : ..
one hand an umbrella to screen-her throbbing head from the =
, oppressive heat of the sun and in the other a bundle of: sun- . .
s ! . '~ dries that could find no place se¢ure from falling overboard, ; B ,
' ' | from the rocking to and fro of the ponderous vehicle.l4

) The presence of numbers of women and children in the wagon trains brought
a certain homelike quality to the life of the trail. When the "men were accom=
panied by wife and children," wrote Sarah Royce, who traveled to California in .
1849, "their wagons were easily distinguished by the greater number of conven-

." iences and household articles they carried, which...were often disposed about
. the qutsxde of the wagon in a homelike way. And, where bushes, trees or logs
formed partial enclosures, a kitchen or sitting room quite easily suggested

. .itself to a feminine heart, yearning. for home."13 aAnother western traveler,
Catherine Haum,. pointed out that althouygh caravans carrying a good many women | °
and children probably took longer on the journey, the women “exerted a good -
influence, as the men did not take such risks with the Indians,...were more
alert about the care of the teams, and seldom had accidents; more. attention was
paid to cleanliness and sanitation and lastly,...the meals were more regular .

e and beiger cooked thus preventlng much slcknese and there was less waste of SR
o food." . o

LR}
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Although hooks of advice to travelers to the West recommended that women
wear “hunting frocks, : loose pantaloons, men's hats and shoes,” most of them
did not heed this'advice, but preferred to keep up a lddylike -appearance:on
the trail. Catherine Haun, for example "wore a’dark woolen dress" and "was
never wzthout an apron and a three ‘cornered: shoulder kerchief." B |

Most -of the women grew accustomed to cooking out of doors, most of the
time 'uSing buffalo chips for fuel, since wood was séarce and unobtainable
for. most of the trip. Because milk was scarce and much desired, some of the )
“emigrants took along recently calved cows for their milk. - Fresh buffalo meat
was the main fare on the prairies, supplemented by the travelers' own supplies
of rice, hard blSCUltS and dried fruits. JLaundry posed a problem on the trail,
* since most stops were.. overnight only, not long enough for clothing to dry.’ :
Furthexmore, the harsh alkaline water along much of the route was unsuitable

for cleanzng people and clothlng. Most of the women welcomed the arrival at T

Fort Laramie, which was generally a few days' st0pover.

<

Women were in charge of their childrén and had to be careful lest they

+ ‘fall off the wagons and get trampléd under tgp wagon wheels or the hoofs of .

the cattle, a mishap that occasionally happened. At times when the trail got
too rough to ride in the wagons, the women rode horse< or mule-back, generally

carrying their babies in front of them. Sarah Royce descrlbed rldrng mule-back-“

through the 31erras. . - .
.. I must have Mary in front of meé, and, it turned out, that
several things-needed for frequent use would have to be sus-
pended from the pommel of my saddle, in a satchel on one side
and a little pail on the other. At first, I was rather awkward,
and so afrald Mary would get hurt, that at uneven places in .he
road I would ask my husband to get up and take her, while I
. walked.l7 , | y , o
In addition to thelr ‘traditional domestic duties, women on the western
trail also shared in the work of the men, partlcularly the care of the cattle
and horses. Lydia Waters, ‘a traveler across the plains in 1855, describes

- a typical daily task with classic understatement:

0

Early in the morning of May 15 we began yoking the oxen..
There were twenty head and two cows, and only one'pair had ever

been yoked before. It was a great undertaking and it was four —_—

"o clock in the-afternoon before it was done.l8

Women also participated in the strenuous task of shoeing the cattle when

their hoofs became worn down:

To shoe the cattle a trench the length of the animal and
"+ the width and depth of the shovel was dug. The animal was then
thrown and rolled over so that all four of its legs were up in
the air. In thig position it was helpless and the shoes were
nailed on readily.l9 .
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Women usually helped to drive the loose cattle and horses, walk;ng behind

B D At ¢ St 6 & m mntn

_them thh clouds of dust in their faces, _. -~ . ‘.

¢ .4

. Despite the hardeths, however, there were pleasant moments, along the
way. Cathérine Haun remembered the soczallzzng with other women that took
place during the "nooning" hour, or after the wagon train had stopped for
the day: , o , . C

During the day we womenfolk visited from wagon to wagon
ar congenial friengs spent an hour walking, ever westward,

of loved ones left behind; voicing our hopes for the future
in the Far West and even whispering a little friendly gossip
of emigrant life. High teas were not popular but tatting,
knitting, crochetzng, exchanging recezpts for cooking beans
or dried apples or swapping food for the sake of varxet5 kept
us in practice of feminine occupations and d;vers;ons.

¢ 0

In the evenlng, -when not too fearful of Indian Lntruszons, the men and women
would gather' arcund the campfire, pos s;bly betting how many miles they had
covered during the day, telling stories and sxngxng.

. Most“of the women eagerly noted the 1andmarks of the western’ ctosszng.
Chlmney Rock, an enormous natural tower in the’ desexrt, which could be seen
many miles before and after it was passed; Fort Laramie, which provided a
welcome stop for rest and refreshment, and where. the tired women of -the trail
could see the "officers' wives, children and nurses gaily dressed and out
walking"; and the famoug_Independence Rock, upon which thousands of emigrants *
wrote their names and dates of passage. . The women were also quick to note
the beauty of the .scenery.. Traveling along.the Platte River route, which was
100 feet in 1855, Lydia Waters remarked that "the grass had been killed. by
travel, but along it for nearly a hundred miles was the most beautiful bed of
flowers, rtulaca in bunches four feet high, and a great variety of other
flowers."?l sarah Royce was probably expressing the feelings of many tra;l-
worn women at the first glimpse of the "promised land" of california. Hasten-

'ing ahead of the other members of her party, she wrote:

~others, on a xocky helght whenee 1 1ooked down, far over con-
. stantly descend:ng hills, to where a soft haze sent up a warm.
rosy glow that seemed to me a smile of walcome; while beyond

_ Y :
"T,“? - - occasional faint outlines of other mountains appeared; and I

~ Knew IﬂQgs looking. acposs the Sacramento Valley.22 _ ;
A 3

AT HOME IN THE WEST : . L ' .
. J

-While mou{ of the men dreamed of macing a fortune in prospecting, ranch;ng,-

farming or commerce, mos st of the women dreamid of making a new home. “Califor-
nld, land of sunny skies," wrote Sarah Royce, “that was my first look into your

S ‘

\:,.

and talking over our home life back in “the states"; telling ; :

i
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smiling face. . I loved you from that moment, ‘for you seemed to welcome me
with a loving look into rest and safety. However brave a face T might have
put on most of the time, I knew my coward heart was yearning all the while

for a home=-nest and a welcome into it, and you Seemed to promxse me both." ‘
For Royce, the home-nest, in Califeornia, in the early years, turned out to. be

a tent in a mining éamp. Before _very long, however, her passion for domes=.° .

ticity had transformed the space ‘inside the tent into different areas, in-
cludxng a "parlor" which.she ingeniously furnished with shelves and a table
holding their few precious books, several “ottomans" made out of rough boxes,
stuffed and covered with plush, a rocking chair, carpeting and-a melodeon,
which had been brought around Cape Horn and was said to be the first one ever
hrought to Callfornia. ) _ , ; )

While Sarah Rbyce settled for a tent as her first home, women in other
parts of the.West, had to be content with equally primitive dwellings--rude °

cabins, sod houses, even teepees. Julia Lovejoy, an emigrant to Kansas during

the 1850's, ‘wrote home to New Hampshire:

How full of change is life! More than two years ago
wé found ourselves suddenly removed from a dear little cot-
tage hestled in the green hills 6f New England, to a floorless,
windowless cabin, on a vast expanse, where but one other of -
like stamp wzth our own appeared to break the monotony of the
view. -

-

Some women never quzte got over the shbck of the first szght of their new
home. Anna Howard Shaw, who became a doctor, minister and prominent suffra-
gist, spent a pioneer-girlhood in the woods of northern Michigan. 1In her
autobiography, The Storx of a Pioneer, she describes her arrival at the log.-
cabin that her father and older brother had built to stake their claim: '

‘what we found awalting us-were the four walls and the
roof of a good-sized log House, standing in a small cleared.
strip of wilderness, its doors and windows represented by .
syuare holes, its floor also a thzng of thé future, its whole
effect ‘achingly forlone and desolateée....I shall nevér forget
the look my.mother turned upon the place. ,Without a word she
" crossed the threshold and,, standing very still, 160ked s1lowly
around her. Then something within her seemed to give way and
she sank upon the floor. ‘She could not realize even theny I -
think, that this was really the place father had prepared for
~ us, that here he expected us to live. When she finally took it
in she buried her face in her hands, and in that way she sat for
*hours, without speaking or moving. Her face never lost the decep -
"lines those first hours of:her pioneer life had cut upon it.?

o e e e

On the Great Plains,) where many homesteaders began settling after the Civil

war, the sod house became the standard dwelling because trees were so scarce.
Women accustomed to the neat New England or midwestern frame houses or the



1
ra
"
t
¢
k]

.
T . o
.

Fonrome——olling Southern landscape mustmhave*been"éismayed*at“thefflfirst‘view"6f“T““‘W‘““§
' the squat sod houses set in what appeared to be an ocean of land. As Willa
Cather! who grew up in Nebraska, descrihed them in herznovel O Pioneers!

k25 [ VOIS PIS. 3

-

~ The dwellxng-hou;:s were set about haphazard on the
P tough prairie sod; some of them looked as. if they had been s ~ i
P . moved in overnight, ond others as.if they were straying off ' '
’ by themselves, headed straight for the open plain. None of
.-them had any appearance of permanence, and the howling wind _
. " .blew-under them as well as over them.25 : , .

CEER

| e The* homesteaders/;sed special plows to cut the sod into strips’ whlch were
o . then cut.into bricks. When:the walls were two or three feet high, wood win-
T TR dow and door frames were set in place and the rest of the walls went up ‘around
' them.. For the roof the settlers laid several heavy beams from one side of the
house to anather, over which they laid branches and other materials such as -
corn stalks and .straw. Then came a final layer of sod bricks, with the grass
side up .so that it would contiaue tu grow and hold the roof togyether.. The
B settlers would usually put a layer of plaster and whitewash on the interior.
" The sod houses may- have been ‘homely, but they were admirably suited to the
plains environment. Settlers found that the snug, dark quarters, which were
. - warm in winter and cool in summer, wexe a welcome contrast to the ocean of
o ...land and sky outszde the door. :

¢

Whether it was a tent, a log cabin, or a sod house, a pioneer home was !
usually small and cramped, with sometimes as many as. 12 people sharing one

room. .In 1857 Julia lovejoy of Kansas complained, “Some of the habits of . ;
western life...are truly shocking to our Yankee notions of propriety: espe- o
ezally when so- many d;fferent sexes lodge in one room, in uncurta;ned beds."

WOMEN'S WORK IN THE WEST A o Ce
In many respects the lives of pioneer women in the West resembled the
lives of colonial womén dur;ng the éarly years of settlement. Women. were
scarce and their labc . was in great demand in an economy in which most
. necessities--clothing, food, candles, soap--had to be made from scratch, and
—ﬁ*—ﬁ“-*“"“ﬁ“dectors*were*few*and“far“between:““Narc;ssa’Whitman had written to het sister  ~
--: back Bast, "Bring as many girls as you can, but let every Yyoung 'man bring a .
wife, for he will want one after he gets here, if he never did before."
. When an Illinois farmer in the 1830's was asked if he chose his wife on ac-
- ... : count of her size, he replied: "Why pretty much, I reckon women are some -
- . like horses.and oxen, the biggest can do the most work, and that's what I
want one for."26 The majority of women in the West were farm wives -and
worked in the home where they performed the vital role in the. household

~economy thidt was fast d;sappear;ng from the lives of women. in the eastern.
cxtles and towns.l . : :

2

: Western women were able to enter business enterprises and professions

- from which they might hdve been barred in the East. A number of western women
turned, their household skills into prdfitable businesses. They ran boarding

I . - . . [
- .




houses, took in. 1aundry. engaged in dressmaking, mzlllnery and baklng, takmng
advantage’ of the scarcity of goods and services in pioneer communities. In
1852, a California woman reported to 'a Boston newqpaper that she had baked
“and sold $18,000 worth of pies in less than a year's time, a third of which
was profit. 27  Numbers of women in California and other parts of the West :
-hoped to make fortunes from.the cult;vatzon of szlkworms. e S0

o,

A\

Other women. uninhibited by notions of ladyllke behavior, made their’ 11V1ng
. as ranchers, cowpunchers and. stagecoach drivers. In New Mexico, a Chlcana, -
Dona Candelaria Mestas, carried the mail on horseback between two New Mexican
towns during the 1890's. Aannie Oakley, t ?ugh born in Ohio and not the Far T
. West, became a skilled markswoman and made’ her name as a western heroine '
traveling with Buffalo Bill's Wild West show. The legendary Calamity Jane,
wliose real name was Martha Jane Canary, served as &n army scout and pony . ex~
press rider. A number of former slavé women found a new way of life in the
West. Mary Fields, for example, who had been a slave in Tennessee, worked, as
a freight hauler when she reached the West, and evéntually became a stagecoach
drzver-mazl carrier -in Montana. )
Movie westerns have made us familiar with the “women-of easy virtue" who .
ran saloons and bordellos and other places of entertaxnment in newly settled - -
Western towns. .What is not always appreciated is that the women who ran the ' :
parlor houses, gambling halls and such played an important role in civilizing
"the West. Quite often their establishments were the only places on the frontier
.with amenities--good food, pictures on the walls, luxurious furniture.and an air
of comfort and eledgance. Some of these women even ‘became public benefactors
of their communities. Julia .Bulette, a celebrated madam of Virginia City, ¢
‘Nevada, was a public figure, beloved of the miners, who found her House the
. only place in town where they could enjoy home comforts. When she was murderéd--
by robbers after her jewelry--the whole town went into mourmng.28 In Santa Fe,
New Mexicdo, a Chicana, Dona Gertrudis Bracel--known as “La Tules"--owned and
managed the largest gambling hall in town. And, to the disgust of wealthy new
*anglo" settlers like Susan Magoffin, La Tules mixed-with the best of Santa Fe
society.
As might have been expected, women of any theatrical talent were extremely
popular in the women-starved mining towns. Lotta Crabtree, the daughter of an
unsuccessful Ryospector, first appeared on the stage at the age of eight, and
for thirty-five years was the innocent-looking idol of the West, singing and
dancing her way to a fortune, which had grown to $4 million at the time of her.
death. ' Adah Isaacs Menken, another legendary performer, was an actress in.
" melodramas. In her most sensational role, she captured audiences and .critics-- =
Mark Twain included--by appearing strapped to a“horse's- back, wearing a gauzy
- costume—which revealed her figure. In her days of glory the dazzled minérs
presented her with a bar of gold bullion worth two thousand dollars as well as
valuable mine stock. : : -

‘Many western women were teachers, some of them lured to the frontier by
those, like Catharine Beecher, who argued that American women had a duty to
bring civilization to a "barbaric" region. There was also in the West a higher
percentage of women in professions such as law, journalism and medicine than
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"in. the East.- A br;e-_look at- the‘remarkable aareer of Bethen&a OwenSmAdaxr,.p’-.y

who became one of the first woman doctors .in the ‘West, shows that & woman
~of strength and ambition could overcome a ‘very unpromising start in life,
and work her way into a demanding profess;on. Bethenia Owens' (1840-1926)
grew up in a pioneer family in Oregon, had ho .formal education and was mar-
ried at fourteen to a farmhand. She was'divorced four years later, winning -

custody of her son, ‘and from that point on struggled to support herself and ”"'

him. She managed to further her education while earning nooney doing laundry
‘and teaching school. For six years she ran a successful millinery and dress-

., making shop, slowly accumulating enough money to undertake her main ambitione-
to become a’ doctor. She succeeded eventually in ea aing a medical degree from
' the University of Michigan and by 1881 had established a practice back in-
Oregon. .She also managed to put.her son through medical school. As if a pro-
fessional career were not enough, Bethenis Owens-Adair was also an active
worker for the causes of “temperance- ‘and women's suffrage. In the latter cause,
she worked closely with the most well known suffrage leader in the Northwest--
Abxgaxl Scott Duniway. _ : g

ot d
-

~ WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN THE WEST ¥ )

~

¢ ’ ' ' ¢

Many of the pioneer men and women brought with them the attitudes that
kept women subordinate to men; but the conditions of western life-~the scar-
city of women. their economic importance, their relative - freedom to try new,
roles=-<broke ~“down many of these attitudes. The West became the first region
in the United States in which women were granted political rights, although
not without struggle and.organization. = Abigail Scott Duniway (1834-1915),;

_ who gave help and encouragement to Bethenia 0wens-Ada1r and other women, and
who herself experxenced the hardships as-well as the “economic. opportunities
of the pioneer woman's life, became the outstand;ng suffrage leader of the
Northwest. ," . _ o ) s

In-1852, when she was 17. Abigail Scott's father, an Ill;no;s farmer,
caught "a new, ﬁpstallment of western fever" and took his family-=an invalid
- wife and nine children--to Ozagon by covered wagon. Abidail's mother died of
- ‘choléra-during the 2,400-mile trek, and her three-year-old brother died en:
~ route as well. After a brief stint of 'schoolteaching, she married a young

rancher and farmer .and quickly settled down to the life of pioneer farm wife
in an almost all-male community. 1In her autobiography, Pathbreaking, Duniway
.des%ifbes the strenuous routine of her early married life- ¢

It was a hospitable neighborhood composed chxefly of o o

bachelors who found comfort in mobilizing at meal times at E
the homes of the few married men of the township, and seemed '
-especially fond of congregating at the hospitable cabin home

. .of my good husband, who was never quite so much in his glory -

-as when .entertaining them at his fireside, while I, if not -

R .W..,washlng. scrubbing, churning, or nursing. the baby, was prepar— . :

- ing their meals in our lean-to kitchen. To bear two children ’

in two and&a half years .from my marriage day, to make thousands

w a
1
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‘the law. She saw a woman whose ‘husband had bought.a handsome racehorse with.
 her "butter money" deprived of ‘epough money to clothe her children properly;

.deserted her. with the help of her husband, Duniway became convinced that .,

‘tion, and traveled extensively throughout  the Northwest lecturing and lobbying

. which was finally passed in 1912.

‘- erally credited with being the moving spirit behind the suffrage victory in o
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: “in ouf fxee hotel et home. to ‘sew and gookl_and wasn '
and iron; to bake and clean and stew and fry; to be, in short,. ' o
-3 general pioneer drudge, with never a penny: of my own, was not - '
pleasant business for an erstwhzle school teacher.3°
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The dxffxcultxes of a woman's 1ot were fuxther bmought home“to*Duniway ----- ——
when they lost their farm because her husband had signed notes for a friend,
without her consent, “and the friend defaulted. 'Not long after this disaster, ..
‘Ben Duriiway was disabled’ in an accident, and the support of _the family rested
upon his wife._ She taught school until she ‘had’ enough monaz to start her own
millinery and riotions. store. And it was as a shopkeeper that she witnessed
a number of incidents which made her aware. of the powerlessness of womesn under

and a woman whose husband had sold all the household possessions, and.then -

only having the vote would remedy the injustices suffered by women. In 1871,
she moved her family to Portland, vhere she founded a weekly newspaper;. New .
Northwest; devoted to. women s rights, which circulated in Washington, Oregon : ,
and Idaho. .She was one of the founders of the Oregon Equal suffrage Associa-

for suffrage. Appropriately, Abigail Duniway wrote the Oteqon suffrage law, S

Y

In other parts of the ﬂest equal sufﬁrage was achieved earlier, and with
far less effort, -than in any other jpart of the United States. In 1869, the
same year that the organized suffrage movement was getting started in the: ‘East, -
the issue was quietly introduced in the territory of’ wyoming. The person gen- ooE

this sparsely populated territory was Esther Morris, a forceful woman of 55, L
who had followed her husband and grown sons to ‘the gold rush settlement of ' '
South Pass City -in 1869. The story goes that she gave a tea party on the eve S
of the first territozial election, and invited both Republican and Democratic’ '
candidates for the legislature. $She then succeeded in having both candidates
promise to lntroduce a women's suffrage bill in the legislature. The winning

~ candidate did introduxe svch a bill, it passed the legislature on December 10,

1869, and was signed Lty ‘the governor, though pressure was put on him to veto °
it. At the same time, “he Wyoming legislature -passed laws giving women control
of their own property and gua.anteeing them equal pay as schoolteachers. In the

- spring of 1870, Wyoming women.were called to serve jury duty, another -novelty .
- for women., As a further indication.of the esteem in which women -were held,

Esther Morzzs was appointed Justice of the Peace. Though ‘eastern newspapers saw
fit to print cartoens ridiculing this appointment, Morris performed her duties °
competently, and ngpe of the forty cases she heard was evex reversed.

When Wyomxng applied for statehood in 1889, ‘there was some opposztzon ins
the House of Representatives because of the equal suffrage law. The Wyoming

~ legislature did not back down; but sent a telegram to their Washington repre-

Se
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sentative ‘declaring

- regain the vote there until Utah was admitted as a state in 1896,

7. Ibid., p..187. . . . ,1:_

, 9. -- Ibia;’ -p. ».'.207.\ N 5 - / :

e may stay out of the Union a hundred years, but
we will come in with our women." It was admitted by a narrow margin in both
House and Senate. : - ' IR

L3

After Wyoming, the territory of Utah was the next to grant equal suff:age
to its women--in Februiry 1870. At that time the Morfton practice. of polygamy,
- ox plural marriage--one man having more than one 'wife--was under attack in the.
U.S. Congress, -1t is quite possable that by grantzng women their vote, the
Mormon men hoped to have the full support of Mormon women in protestinq the
bill which proposed to outlaw polygamy.. In 1887 Congress passed a lay making
-polygamy illegal and, unfairly, revoking suffrage in Utah. Women did not :

b
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Whatever the reasons-~the scarcity of women, their economic importance,
the egalitarian frontier ‘spirit==the western states contxnued to lead the rest f
of the. country in the granting of pol;tical rights to women. Idaho and Colorado #
were the first xtates in which women's suffrage was won by state referendum S Len
before 1900. Women were active in Populist Party politics in Kansas and other . i
farm gtates during the 1890's. The majority of states that adopted women's 45
suffrage through state referendums before the federal amendment was passed in K
1919 were west of thu M;ss;ss;ppz. It should be no surprise, then, that a - X
western state, Montana, would be the first to elect a woman--aeannette Rankin-- S
to the U.S. COngress in l916. . . :

2
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__._Questions for Inquiry.ana_uiscuseion - y

Y
N .
* . . *

~ 1. List the main contributions of Sacajawea to the Lewis and Clark expedi-
tion. . How does the saoajawea legend dxffer from the historzcal Sacajawea?
2. What is eignificant about the achievemenr of Narcissa Whitman and Eliza e
Spalding? According to. Narcissa Whitman's letters, what were some of - E
. the hardships and delights of the journey across the Rockies? How did s
the missionary women in Oregon cope with the problems of bexng wzves and i

mothers, . isolated from one another in the wilderness? . "%
. : ~ ' : o
* 3, In what ways did women who went west as pioneers also travel backward in e

e , ' . time to an earlier kind of household economy? Which passage in the
= chapter best illustrates the kind of drudgery performed.by pioneer women?

.. 4. It has been said that men explored the West, but women settled and
' ' -eivilized it. The West could be liberating for women. .List examples
of the economic opportunities that some women' found in the growing .
western communities. List some of the conditions of western life that
7 ' encouraged equality between the sexes. Which states or territories were
. the first to grant women}e suffrage? ' '

Optional Aotivity T 3 . '.?E

Memoirs, diarieg and letters of pioneer women are- abundant, probably PR
because these women knew that they were doing something important and felt - . - ¥
the impulse to record it. Read at .least one firsthand account of a pioneer &
woman, and make a selection of pagsages that seem to highlight her experiences.

(A number.of these books are mentioned in the Bihliography.) :

fa
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' THE PROGRESS OF WOMEN APTER THE CIVIL WAR S

¢
.

The Civil War, violent as it was, did.not radically change‘éhe Victorian
concept of womanhood. American women still wore tight corsets and long, heavy

skirts and’'were guided by a strict:code of "proper" behavior, which perhaps,

- was- ignored in the frontier West. Popular novels, sermons and magazines were

still telling them that their sphere was the home, and their mission to be . -
mothers of civilization. ' — ‘ ‘

Bgneath'a surface continuity with the prewar period, however, things wére
changing. for women as a result of the pressure of economic necessity and the

- efforts of forceful women who insisted on'widening the :scope of their life -

choices. Although women were still excluded from any leadership role in the

" nation's political life, they were participating more actively in other areas-- -
" ..industry, education, the professions and women's organizatlons (see Chaptér

Five). The progress they made resulted from a combination of the individual
achievements of a number of outstanding individuals and the collective efforts
of masses of anonymous women. " _ . .

&

WORK FOR WAGES - o

" “Aunt- Betsey, there's going to be a mnéw Declaration of Independence,”

: éravely declares Christie Devon, the young hexroine of louisa May Alcott's novel

Work (1873). '"I mean," she explains to her startled ‘aunt, "that being of age,

I'm going to take care of myself, and not be a burden any longer." Christie, '

as ‘her author describes her, "was one of that large class of women who, mod-
erately endowed with talents, earnest and truehearted, are driven by hecessity,
temperament or principle out into the world to find support, happiness, and

.homes for themselves."l Christie then embarks, as Alcott herself had done in
‘the years before her literary success with Little Women (1868), on a series of
. jobs representing most of the occupations open to a young woman equipped with

only domestic skills--servant, actress, governess, companion, seamstress. The
fact that Christie’'is, at one point, almost driven to suicide by her struggles

“'suggests that in the mid-19th .century, American society did not place mach
 value on womén's labor outside the home, though it willingly exploited it.

After the Civil War, which had accelerated industrial ‘development, thou-
sands of women~-by choice and ﬁabpssity--sought work for wages outside the
home. Like Christie, the majority of working women were young and single,
filling the years between school and marrxiage, which was the goal of post

. women. Other women who worked were widows and wives whose husbands- failed - .
- to support them. . Black women.and immigrants also formed a large-part of. the =
 female labor force. -~ - .- T T e e ' semeT s

-

. 'as ‘had been the case before the Civil War, most women industrial workers

[

.__Zwere employed in light industries: cloth making, needle trades, tobacco, shoe'1 °
‘making, food processing, laqndrieS'and prigtinq. "For the most part théir jobs
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" required’little skill, paid low wages and provided few chances for advancement. -
Women who sewed for a living tended to be the worst off because there were so
- many of them. They earned’starvation wages and sometimes’ could not collect
everi thésé meager sums from unscrupulous emprbyers. It was.no wonder:.that - ..
some were driven to qustztution or, lxke Christie Devon, were tempted by sui=-
cxde. :

A
3

The years after the Civil War saw an enormous increase of women in white~
» collar occupatzons-wclerks. secretaries, switchboard operators, salesclerks in :
retail stores. ‘Women flocked to.Washington, D.C., where they found jobs .as ) v
office workers in the different departients of the federal yovernnent. They o
bound government reports and stamped them with gold leaf at the Government ¢

. Przntxng‘offzce, and at the Treasury Department they cut currency, prepared N |
statistical reports, Ldentlfxed mutzlated currency and detected counterfext '
mney. 5 'h < . -~ . *

b

Py
’

Aside from industrial work, teaching was the occupation that employed the
largest number of women. By 1890, women teachers outnumbered men by about, two
- to one. They taught in one-room schoolhouses in rural areas and in big c;ty :
' school systems, and as a rule were paid one-half to one-third the salaries of
men. Many teachers had very little schooling themselves; in 1907, Indiana be-
,came the first state to require that licensed teachers have a high school diploma.
The majority of women teachers were young and single, and in most places were
obl;ged to quit when they got maruggd.

~ Nursing, the other “women's profession," was just beginning to be respect-
able after the Civil War, in which women had played so outstanding a role as
nurses. It was a poorly paid profession, and the training was. usually acquired
on the job in the hospital. The first’ professxonal training programs for nurses
were establighed in the 1870's by Dr. Susan Dimock of Connecticut, and then in
. turn by her student, Linda Richards, a woman who devoted het 11fe to nurses'
" training. ' .

N
ADVANCES -IN HIGHER EDUCATION - .

Mary ILyon, the pioneer founder of Mt. Holyoke in.the 1830's, would have
. rejoiced had she lived to see the widening of educational opportunities -for
"  women after the Civil War. Vassar, Wellesley and Smith--women's colleges with
_high standards and stiff entrqpce rerjuirements--were founded in the 1860's
and 1870's, while a number of men's colleges, particularly the land-grant or
state institutions of the Middle West, opened their doors to women. This. does

- not mean that masses of Amerxcan women suddenly started going to college. A
. woman; who sought a college education was still considercd "strong-minded" and

unconvéntional. (She also.tended to be middle class and of old American rather
. than immigrant stock.): In 1890, only 2,700 women graduated from college, not -

" a very large number considering that higher educdtion had by this time been
“available for over fifty. years. -However, the college-educated women of the R .
'1880's and 1890'5 and the early 20th century, seeking to use their education,
would have an important influence on public ligg, and on other women, far out
of proportion to their numbers. '
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‘establishment needed an iron will and nerves of steel as well as scientific

- v R S ‘. L4
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" ATfumber of women college graduates found excxtxng careers for themselves o
as missionaries, both.at home amongthe Indians. .and abroad in Asia and Africa. '
Sent out by the Protestant churches,. American women missionaries served as -

'““doctors'-teachers*and—schooi—founders#1n Indxa,MChxna¢“Syr1a, Turkey and many

other countries, often pxovxdxng the best: health care and eduqatxon available o -
at the time in those areas.  One such woman: was CIara Swain, from Elmira, 'New o
York, who attended the Woman's Medical COllege of’ Pennsylvanxa in the 1860%'s. . :
As a medical missionary in India, she opened what was probably the first hos- - .
p;tal for women in that country. In societies where -women were treated. cruelly, .. "7
mwsqlonary women frequently became their champions and tried to emancipatc, them... . .onv
In China, for example, female m;ss;onarxes led the fxght against - footbxndlng.ﬁ, -

ot
[ S N
< .
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-PIONEERS IN THE MALE-DOMINATLD PROFESSIONS R o o ’

The Declarat;on of Sent;ments drawn up at the fLrst women's rights con= S
vention at Seneca Falls protested against the exclusion of women from the pro=- el
fessions of law, med;clne, and, the ministry,. In the years immediately before ';
and aftér thé Civil War, a handful of determined women. penétrated these male=-: .o
dominated .fields and by 1890, several hundred women had achieved professxonal //,é”
status. Although only a tiny minority of American women (today we might call et
,them "token" women), these pioneers proved to.society that women were not lack=
ing the bra;ns, sense of xespons;bxl;ty and’ creat;v;ty to succeed 1n pzofess:onal

wox'ko o ° ' . e . LA E3s e

. * . . ) ‘ :. . - ..r ] “'. ),.'“ i

Medicine | ' SRR o § _
Oddly enough, the strongest resistance to female part;czpat;on was in the=~ ﬁv;“

.field of medicine, in which women had been active practitioners before the 18th -
century. The first woman to cross the barriers erected by the male medical

aptitude. - EngI;sh-born Elxzabeth Blackwell (1821-1910), the first woman. in.

America to earn a medical degree, came from a family 1n which women's rights .’1
was a sacred cause. Although she was at first repelled by the thought of

studying the human body, she was attracted to the "moral struggle" of winning

a medical degree. She refused the suggestion of a well-meaning doctor that

she apply to med;cal school dxsguxsed as -a man. . .

After be;ng rejected by all twenty-nine of the medzcal schools she applied

' to, Blackwell was admitted.to Geneva College in New York only after her applica-
__tion had been referred to the students, who thought.it would be a good joke ta -
-admit a woman. As. she walked to her classes in Geneva, the townspeople stared

- at her and avoided her as.if she were either a "bad woman" or "insane." She

e O = T,

wrote in her journal of her fight to be admitted to classroom demonstrations:

November 15, [1847}--To~day, a second operation at which,
. I was not allowed to be present. 'This annoys me. I was quite ’
saddened and discouraged by Dr. Webster requesting me to be
absent from some of his demonstrations. I don't believe it is
. his wish. I wrote to him hoping to change thin§s.2

-~
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.:kf\f Aware of “the- curiosity of her fellow students, Blackwell had to mask her
. true feelxngs as she thnessed a d;ssection.

2 @ .
P . K
'.; 'i ..Q >

Novembex 22, [1847]-- A trying day, and I f&el almost
worn out, though it was. encouraging too, and .in some measure |
.a triumph; but 'tis 'a terrible ordeal! That ‘dissection was ‘
just-as much as I could bear. Some of the.students blushed, s
some were hysterxcal, not one could keep in a ‘smile, and some
2 - . who I am sure would not hurt my feelings for the world if it
e depended on them, held down their faces and shook. My delicacy - o
: ' U TTigag "Gertainly shocked, ‘and yet the-exhihition was in some sense ; . .
ludicrous. I had to pznéﬁ’my hand till the blood nearly car:z, e
and call on Chr;strto help me from smiling, for that would have o
.ru;ned everyéhing. ‘but I sat in grave indifference, though the -
" effort made my heart palpitate most painfully.3 . : )

Her quiet determ;natxon soon won the respect of fellow students, and she grad- .

uated at the top of her“class in 1849. - .
Since most medical trazning in America at that time was brief and inade~-

quate, Elizabeth Blackwell then went abroad to receive advanced training in «
England and France.. There she lost the sight of one eye from a disease con-

¢ ' tracted from a patiert whom -~ was treating. Returning to New York in 1851,

she met every. possibl discouragement: city hospitals barred her and no one .
would rent her consult’ ng rooms. In 1853 she opened a small dispensary, which = =

" she ‘eventually expandeC into the New York Inf:rmary for Women and Children. -
This hospital was completely ‘staffed by women, including Elizabeth's sister,

- Emily Blackwell, who had just completed her own struggle for-a medical degree,

" and the Polishrborn midwife and doctor Marie Zakrzewska, who later. founded e

the New England Hospital for Women and Children in Boston. The female staff . o

of the New York Infirmary commanded the support of respected phys;olans.

", During the Civil War, Elxzabeth Blackwell initiated the relief associa-
tion that led to :the founding of the U.S. Sanitary Commission. And, along
‘with her sister, she undertook the task of training nurses to serve 1n the
military hospxtals.

o

e

3

Having experzenced all the obstacles facing asp;ring women/doctors, Dr. .
Blackwell hoped to ease -the way for others. She founded, in 1868,sthe Woman's
College of the New York Infirmary. The school had entrance examinations, a
. three-yeaxr course ‘and clinical training. In 1869, she returned teo England,
s~ ohere for-the-rest- of~her=11fe—she-furthered«theucausemofwuomenes_medlcal o —
' ,traxnzng and made her opinions known on a variety of medical and reform L
~ issues. Dr. Blackwell's most 1mportant contribution to the meﬁ;cal practice . =~
of her time was her emphas;s on san;tat;on, hyg;ene and preventxve care._ '
N -, o
L Elzzabeth ‘Blackwell began the long struggle of womeh doctors for pxofes-.. :
A . siona; recogniticn. Others, like Mary Putnam Jacobi (1842-1906), consoli-
~_dated the gains. She was drawn to a medical career because of a strong
A S _ R _ . _
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interest in science. After studying at the ‘best schools available to her-
in America, Mary Putnam sailed to France, in 1866, where she.was: the first
i . woman to gain admittance to.the Ecole—de Medecine in Paris; in 1871, she 3
co " .‘graQuated with honors. Upon her return’ to America that year, she threw her tgf*é*_‘ﬁ

.+  *enetgies into a variety of medical actzv;ties- publishing papers on differ- '
ent branches of medicine, teaching women medical students, founding a pedi=-

. ~atric service, organizing the Association for the Advancement of Women in
Medicine., Mary Putnam also managed successfully to combine a ¢areer with
-~ marriage and family life. In 1873, she married Abraham Jacobi, a doctor who

supported her career ambitions. The couple had'three children.
By the late 1870'5, Dr. Putnam Jacobi”had been admitted to numexpus medi- ° oo
cal.societies in recognition of hexr educational: background, “published ‘papers & ji
and skills as a practitioner. Amonguher concerns were the environmental con- :
ditions that caused disease. A feminist™as well as a physician, she wrote L
articles attacking the view prevalent among men doctors that women's intel-
lectual development would interfere with their reproductive powers and turn
them into invalids. By her own example, she did much to dispel the myth that
. women - were biologxcally and intellectually incapable of being doctors. During
the 1890's, Mary Putnam Jacobi worked actively for women 's suffrage. _,.‘ v
. AN . ” . : '
Law .\\\ : ) ) .

N ' a
X . °

It was somewhat easier for a woman to learn law than medioine, becaube in
the 19th century it was possible to "read law" w;th a lawyer, rather than go .
7 to law school. However, the aspiring female attorney encountered opposition '
when she applied for a license to the Supreme Court of her state. State legis-
~latures tended to be less tradition bound than the ccurts on this issue, and
. between 1870 and 1890 all the states admitted women to the bar. ) . -
. Two of the most outstanding pioneer women 1awyers, Myra Bradwell and Belva
Lockwood, devoted much of their time and talents to removing the ‘legal disa-
bilities under which women still suffered. hey were also familiar figures in -
the women's suffrage movements Myra Bradwell (1831-1894), who was active in -
the Sanitary Commission during the Civil Wat, undertook the study 6f -law under.:
the guidance ' of her husband, an influential lawyer and judge in Cook County, .
Illinois. 1In 1868 she began to publish. a weekly legal newspaper, The Chicago
Legal News, which sodn became,the most important 1egal journal in the Middle
West. In 1869 she applied to ‘the Illinois Supreme Court to be admitted to the
bar and was turned down on the grounds that she was a woman, even though a - ’
woman had been admitted to the Iowa bar earlier that year. 1In refusing Bradwell
her license, the Court insisted that it was merely following tradition and that
it was the province of the legislature, not the courts, to initiate reforms
that would bring women into the same spheres of action as men:

This step, if taken by us, would mean that in the opinion
. - of this tribunal, every civil office in this State may be filled
by women-~that it is in harmony with the spirit of cur Constitu-
tion and laws that women should be made governors, judges and
sheriffs. This we are not yet prepared to hold.4

ol
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" Myra. Bradwell appealed the decxszon to the Unzted States Supre@9/Court,
which eventually upheld the lower court!s, decmszon, declaring the licensing
of lawyers a matter for the states to deczde._ xn 1872 the Illinois legis-

* lature passed an act guaranteeing the right of women to enter the professions, /
but Bradwell did not reapply. Instead, she continued to publish the Legal News§
~and' worked jto. ensure that the Illinois legislature would pass a number of bills
Y. removing women's legal disabilities. She was admitted to the Illinois bar 4n
1890, and in 1892 was admitted to practxce before the U.S. Supremc Court.,-

“Belva Lockwood (1830—1917) ~hose Washzngton, D.C., as the scene eﬁ/ﬁer
efforts to receive 3 legal educatzgp and practice law./;When dhe finet applied
' to the law school of Columbian College. she was turned”down on the gfounds that
~she was 11kely “to distract the attention 6f the young men." anq}ly admitted
'to the new National University Law School, she completed the course in 1873
ohly to have her diplema delayed.. Only after she had written a/letter of pro-
test to Preszdent Grant was she granted her dlploma and admltt d to the sttrzct
. wof Columbza bar. :

- - BT Y . . o mrmm o ssnmas bam b S A

/

When one of. the cases Lockwood was handl;ng came before’ the federal Court
of Claims, she was denied-the- Fight to pblead on the grounds that she was‘a
woman. “Foruthe first time:.in my life," she wrote later; "I began to realize
‘that it was a crime to be a woman. "3 Two years 1ater,/1n 1876, her peti*’un
to the Supreme Court to practice at its bar was 51mllarly refused. Undaunted,
Lockwood energetically lobbied in. Congress for a bil}l stating that a woman

: . qualified for admission to the highest court in her/state or in the District of.
" ,COlumbxa could be admitted to practice before the U.S. Suprehe Court. Such a
B bill was passed in 1879. //}J ' ’

-

i ° » ¢ [

At the same time that she handled her law practice, Belva 'Lockwood worked
to secure the passage of laws improving women/érproyerty rights in the nation's
capital .and g;v;ng women government employees/equal pay for equal work. She
- appeared at women'‘s suffrage conventions—and in 1884, hc hopzng to publicize the
. - cause, she ran for president as the “Naggon;l Equal Rights Party" candidate, 4
“ campaign that did. not have the support of ﬁhe regular suffrage leaders such as
’,,,,/”""§usan B. Anthony. ,

o

S

_$_q:.ence ' " N _ X
The achievements of a number of outstanding women in scientifiec fields
- gradually undermined the‘widely held notion that women's brains could.not cope

e
.

. with mathematics or science. Maria Mitchell (1818-1889), who.won worldwide fame -

" as an astronomer well before. the Civil War, was unusually fortunate in having
grown up in her chosen field by. virtue of her famxly cirtumstances and place af
birth: : R
. , L |
- It was in the first place, a love of mathematics, seconded

by my sympathy with my father's.love fox astrohomical observation.

-But the spirit of the place had also mich to do with the early

,bent of my mind in this direction. In Nantucket people quite gen-

erally are in the ‘habit of observing the heavens, and a sextant

will be found in almost every house.®

&

VS




it
s

A9

£

Y
&®
<
"
(W
k5
0

<y R
B Y . . Lo
1«-&-&'-‘ e BRI 12

“While her father made tellar observations’ for the whaling fleet from the
roof of their Nantuokét home, ‘Mitchell, still a child, helped him record the ,
observations. - . _ ,

PN . 'a .
-5 ¢ N

‘After leaving school at sixteen, she taught school for several years be-
fore becomxng the librarian of the Nantucket Atheneum, an ideal post which
allowed her time to- study on her own, and to continue to-"sweep the skies"
with her father. On October 1, 1847, she discovered a comet, which was sub-
sequently named for, her. Among the honors this discovéry brought her wére a.
, gold medal from the King of Denmark and, in 1848, election to the American
Academy of Arts and Spiences in Boston, She°was the first woman to receive
that honor. , ‘ o . .

" Although Maria.Mitchell's path to scientific achievement had been rela-
tively smooth, she recognized that society did not encourage a questioning, -
skeptical mind in wqmen. "Women:, more than men," she said, were "bound by Lo
tradition:and authority.” Yet she believed that-women hac a ‘natural aptitude = —
for scientific pursuits which needed only encouragement to blossom: '

Observations of this kind--astronomical--are.peculiarly
adapted to women. ' Indeed, all astronomical obsServing seems U
to be so fitted. The training of a girl- fits her for delicate : .
- work. The touch of ‘her. fingers upon the delicate screws of an . ot
."astronomical lnstrument might bqume wonderfully accurate in . .
results; a woman's eyes are-trained to nicety of color. The o "
eye that directs a hecedle in the delicate meshes of embro;dery, . -
will équally well bisect a star with the spider-web of the ~ :
micrometer. Routine observations, too, dull as they are, are -
. less dull than the endless repetxtxon of the same pattern in
crochet-work.7 i}
In 1865 Mitchell became a professor of astronomy and head of the observatory at
newly opened Vassar College. She tried to instill in her students the intel~
lectual discipline as well as the questioning attitude toward authority neces-
sary -for original scientific work. Many of the leading women scientists of the
.next generation came under Maria Mitchell's influence at Vassar.
o ¢ '
Ellen Swallow Richards (1842-1911), for example, was 1nsp1red by Mar;a .
Mitchell and other teachers at Vassar to pursue a career in chemistry. The ’
first woman to be admitted to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, or as -
far as she knew to "any scientific school," she sought to put her training in
chemistry to practical use. Her twin interests were the improvemént of the
cnvironment through science and the development of scientific education for
women. She established a Woman's lLaboratory at M.I.T. and helped prepare the

' students admitted to it. In the laboratory she carried on thc testing of food,

fabrics and water, as well as common houschold products such as soda, vinegar

- and dotergents, for state agencies and private industry. In 1884 she was ap-

‘pointed instrlictor of sanitary chemistry and conducted a survey af Massachusettg
inland waters. Somewhat later, she taught sanituaxy englneer;ng-~the analysis of
water, sewage and air. This was a new field in which she was a pioneer and
in which she trained students who would become leaders in public sanitation.
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S '-”‘ﬂichards firmly believed that science could make the home a better 4
o place and Solve some Of thie problems of the larger community. Women would ' T

be better homemakers, shc thought, if 3gu;pped with a knowledge Sf nutri=
tion, sanitation, hygiene, ventilation and such mechanical aids as vacuum ° «
. ) cleaners, water heaters, gas stoves and showers. Through her efforts on . L
g . all levels of education~~secondary, college, adult--she virtually created : S
"« ..the field of modern home economics, working out the basic courses of study
- to be used both in schools and in organizations llke the women's clubs.
Somewhat like Catharine Beecher before her,.nllen Swallow Richards used her
gifts as an educator toLearve out a dxstxnct professional £ikla for women,
- related to the home.. 7 i : ;

Architecture ) ' , : .
Catharxne Beechez was a forerunner not only of home economists, but of
= . -  female-architects.as well. Her massive work The American Woman's Home (1869), .
. "writtesn with her sister Harriet Beecher Stowe, contained detailed designs’ and
floor plans of ideal homes. Given the complete identification of women and
the home promoted by Beecher and others, -it 4is natural to suppose that archi-
. tecture, partxcularly the design of homes, should have been a "woman's profes-

sion."” This was not the case. ,

-

Archztecture became a profession with its own standards in 1857, w;th the
¢ founding of the American Institute .of Architects. 'The years immediately.

following the Civil War saw the founding of schools of architecture and .of
important départments of architeécture in such schools as M. I.T. Although a

' handful of women were to be found in the profession from its beginnings, it
was generally regarded as a "masculine” field, '‘and women were largely dis- - - ;
couraged from practicing it. Until the 1880'5, they were not admxtted to N
architecture schools. '

A number of early women architects learned their trade through appren-
ticeships to men. Louise Blanchard Bethune (1856-1913), the first professional
‘woman architect, for. example, worked as'a draftsperson and studied archxtecture
for several years in the offices of two different architects, until she mastered
. the trade. In Octeber 1881, she opened an office in Buffalo with a colleague -
she had met during her apprenticeship. The partners were married several months
later, and the firm name became R.A. and L. Bethune. (This was an early ex-
ample of.the.hushand_wlfewpaxtnezshaps.that"wexe.to“hecome quite typxcal in the = _
architecture field.) - = . : o R ’

Y

 Their f£igm built a wide variety of public buxldlngs. a church, brick fac-
tory, storage buildlng, bank, blocks of store buildings and @ 225-xoom hotel.
Louise Bethune planned a large number of school buildings, most of them in
western New York: She disagreed with the notion that women were best “suited .
to designing homes, and regarded domestic. design as "the most pottering and
worst-paid work an architect ever does." However, her firm did design a num-
ber of single dwellings and apartment houses. In 1888, she was elected to the

T American Institute of Architects, its first woman member. -

As a professional, Louise Bethune had mastered not only architectural de-
sign, but. also the practical details of superintending construction~-what she

54
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called the_2brick—and~mortatnrubber~boot~and—1adﬂer~clzmb1ng pcrxod of in- =

vesta.gat:.on."8 She realized that women would have to be” proficent in this
area in order to conquer - .those skeptzcal of women's abilities in the field. .-
An opportunlty for women architects, to show off their talent° to a wide ¥
public was prov;ded by the World's’ Columbxan Exposition,-a World's Fair held s
in Chicago in 1893, In 1890, Susan B. Anthony and other  feminist leade?s
petitioned the Senate to insist that women share in the planning of the ex-
position. A Board of Lady Managers was appointed, headed by Bertha Palmer,
a wealthy Chicago woman. In 1891, the Board announced a competition among
womeg architects for a Woman's Building. The buxld;ng was to be the women's

center for the fair, containing exhibits redordzng the economic, social and
prof ssional progress of womer and the condttzons of. theix lives around the .
° erd. :

?
. .{,

.The first—prlze winner of the compet;tlon for the Woman's Bu;ld;ng, Soph;a

Hayden (1868-1953),” had a short-lived career as an architect compared to louise .
* Bethune .(who refused to submit a design bécause the awards.given the women were -

less than those given the men). . Born in Chile of a Spanish mother and an Ameri- .
can father, Sophia Hayden came to live in Massachusetts at the age of sik. In
1886 she entered the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and was the first !
‘'woman to complete the four~year architecture course. Her design for the Woman's

' Building, for which she won the $1,000 first prize, was of a lzght-colored,\.

- classical=style building w;tbebng rows of delicate columns and arches. -Still
.inexperienced in supervising the construction of a building, Sophia Hayden'went =
off to: Chicago to prepare working drawlngs and to make regquested changes. ¢
.Shortly after the building was completed 'in 1892, she had .a nervous breakdown,

_ ‘possibly owing to the unusual pressure 'she was under, and was absent’ ‘from the - T
« - opening of the Columbian Exposition in 1893. Not long afterward she married,
"~ and never practiced architecture again. o .

It was. xﬁébltable that the contempora Yy press would use .Hayden's breakdown
" as an oceasion to question women's capacity for an architectural career. An
1892 editorial in American Architecture and Building News read. v

?

"It seems a question not yet answered how successfully a
’ woman with her physical llmltatlons can enter and engage ‘in
...a profession which is a very wearing one. TIf the building
of which the women seem so proud is to mark the physical ruin
~of its architect, it will be a much more telling argument.
against ‘the wisdom of women entering this espec1a1 p:ofessxon
than anything else could be.d X
Another woman archxtedt, Minerva Parker Nichols, who had also submitted a de-
sign in the competition, argued that Hayden's illness in this unusual situation.

. would not discourage other women from striving to become architects. She was
- right. During the 1880's and 1890's, increasing numbers of women trained to
P be architects and achieved success--a success that often owed a. great deal to

S,
L4 % )
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_ the encqur&gement and patronage of othér women.: It hecame more and more
nvngwcammon,-fo:eexample, for wealthy_women or. women s_organizations to make a
point of commissioninq a building by a woman architect.

AR | Pr. - .
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e - QueBtions . for-Inquiry. and Discussion -
o . A e e .

. 1. For women who wanted or needed to work outside the homeé, what were.the

' occupational choices available t:0 ‘them after the Civil War? Which were
new choices, and which haq ‘existed before the war? Which two occupa-
tions employed the largest number of women? "

Z;I-Disouss the characterist;cs of a profession. List the obstacles. prevent-
.- ing women £rom enter;ng such proiess;ons as law, med;cxne and aroh;tecture
‘ e‘in the lBth century.;u . . . : e :
3 ') . .- . . £

3{h Which of the women proféss;onals mentioned in ‘this chapter dzd you admire
most? Why? e
7;4, The female pioneers in the professxons were usually keenly aware of the.
difficulties facing aspiring women and tried to ‘make thé path easier for
those who came after them. Give at least two examples of the efforts of
a woman professzonal to encourage other women. .

a

=

5. Compare. the careers of Louise Bethune and Sophxa Hayden, both architects.
' How would you acoount for the success of one and the failure of the other?

o OPtxonal Activity AR .
. , _f
Read a ‘biography or an autobxography of a woman pioneer in the profes--
sions, such as Elizabeth Blackwell. Discuss the role of circumstances, such
as family background, which contributed to the woman's desire to become a
profess;onal. Point out whether or not the woman was able to combine marr;age
with pmofessional aohxevement. . '

£
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HABOR o f“ft . f'; _' S f' ' . .
L f Toward the end ‘of: louisa May Alcott,s novel wOrkn the heroine, Christie ’
“Devon, attends a meetzng of working women .and. the ladies who wished to help
thm- . . . ] i s ’

. U
Ea

_ Thexe wére speeches of course, andﬁof the most un= i
parliamentary sort, for the meeting was composed almost
_entirely of women, each eager to.tell her special grievance ,
"or theory. Any one who chcse got up. and spoke; and whether
wisely or foo’:.hly each proved how great was the ferment
now going on, and how difficult it was for the two classes
" © . to meet ard help one another in spite of the utmost need on
: one side and the sincerest good-will on the other.. The - .
- workers poured out their wrcngs and hardships passionately .
: or plaintively, demanding or imploring justice,’sympathy, and
¢ helpy displaying the ignorance, incapacity, and prejudice, , . - -
which make. their need all the more pxtxful, thezr relzef all. - .
the more ;mperatxve. oo . : ‘ A
™~

e

’ - -

4

_ Tho ladies did thexr part with’ kxndlxness, patience, and
‘often unconscious condescens;on, showing in their turn how
little they knew of -the real trials of the women whom they . v,

longed to serve, how very narrow a. sphere of usefulness they \ *\n«_.'

/) were fitted for in spite of culture’and intelligence, and how -
rich they were in generous theories, how poor in practical )
methods of relief.l . : . ‘

. 9

Durxng the 1860'5 and 1870's there were meetxngs, such as Alcott descrxbes,*

of underpaid woiking women and middle-class people who sympathized with their
*pl;ght, in New York, Chicagg, Boston and other cities. At one such meeting

in New.York, when the problem of securing payment for work completed was, dis- ',
. cussed, the working women exclaimed, "Oh, if we could always get paid for our

work, -we could get along. *2  out of such meetings Working Women's Protective
Unions were formed and continued to function into the 1890's. These organi-
zations mainly served as legal aid societies,?providing the powerless women
workers with lawyers -to help thém collect wages from their employers. Some,

" protective unions also found jobs for women and helped train them to £fill ¢
tain jobs. They usually did not attempt to change working conditions, nor dzd
they ‘encourage the workers to form unions of their own. On the whole, middle-
class women--with a few exceptxons--tended to be removed from the problems of
. their working sisters. _— . : :

There were several szgnzf;caut, but - short-lxved attempts by women in cer-
tain industries to form their own labor unions. One which began with high

‘hopes and encouragement from both male unions and women_suffraglsts,wasVWomenfs
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Typographical Unioh No. l. - This union was formed in the fall of 1868 wrth T
the cooperation of Susan B. Anthony and the Working Women's Association of - '
New York City. Its pres:dent was Augusta Lewzs, a woman who had done news=~ .
‘paper writing and was skilled at typesetting. . Women's Iocal No. 1 at first - <
received the support of Mén's Iocal No. 6 and the blessings and advice of '
Anthony, ‘who ‘promoted the.union in her women's r;ghts journal, The Revolution.,
" At one poirt, in discussing the princzple of equal pay for. equal work, she
dy;sed the women of Local 1- ,
‘ Make up your mind tu take the "lean" w;th the "fat,"”
N and be early and late at the case ‘pPrecisely as the men are. ‘ :
.1 do not demand equal pay for any women save those who do. SR
equal work in value. Scorn -to be coddled by your employers; : R
- make them understand that you are in thexr service as workers,
, mot as women.3

. , . >
L ' .
" Coa . i ’

Augusta Lew;s was also elected correspondlng secretary of the National Typo-
_ graphical Union, and in that post surveyed the problems of women in the print-
" ing industry and reported to the union convention. She reported the discouraging
' situation that even though her women compositors refused to take the Jobs of
' strrkzng men, unxon foremen s*;ll did not find jobs for them: ) e

, 3 We are-ostracized in many'offlces -because we are members l,
: ' of the union; and, although the principle is right, dzsadvantages
are so many that we cannpt much longer hold together. No prog-
* ress has been made in the past year. Women receive 40 cents- for
. all kinds of work. A strike among them would prove disastrous.'... o
It'is the general opinion of female compositors that they are more
justly treated by what is termed "rat" ‘oremen, ‘printers and em-
ployeérs than they are by union men.4 . '
Despzte its promising beginnings, Women's ‘Local No. 1 lasted only nlne years
and ‘never enlzsted more than forty women. . \
A much 1arger group of working women==-over 400 ébllar and laundry workers
of Troy, New York--were organized into tke Troy Collar Laundry Union during
: the 1860's by Kate Mullaney. These women worked over‘washtubs, ironing tables,
and starch;ng machines in temperatures averaging 100 degrees, for wages of
$2.00 and $3.00 per 12- to l4-hour week. When the laundresses union chose to
.strike for a wage increase, they were supported by male unions such as the Iron _
Moldezs (whom they ‘themselves had previously supported), as .well as by thousands . .
of workere and townspeople of Troy, who held mass meetings on behalf of the R
women. Kate Mullaney and the union organized a cooperative collar and cuff fac--
- tory. The -united employers, eager to destroy the union, threatened to put paper
collars on the market. ' Fearing for their jobs, the strikers went back to work 5
after hav;ng first voted to dissolve their union as the employers had probably
demanded. . _ L o )

-
- - - (I

At around the same time that the Troy collar workers union was collapsing,
: in 1869 the women shoe workers of Lynn, Massachusetts, were forming a union
S which quickly spread tc other shoe manufacturing cities, and became the first
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C national union of women wcrkers--the Daughters of St. Crispin. At their second | .ﬁ%

natioral cqnventzon in 1870; the Daughters adopted a resolution demanding equal ?
pay_for egual’work._ In 1872, when the Lynn shoe manufacturers attermpted to

. cut wages, the shoe binders ‘struck. They .called mass meeﬁzngs to unite the

women, publicized their position. through the rress-and through their leaflets, ‘

: . won the support of the Knights of St. Crispin, and won their strike. Despite =~ -« %

B ~ this brief success, however, the..Daughters began to decline after ,1872, like vt

D s the labor movement in general, particularly during the depression ‘of 1873. A -

new surge of union organizing among women would come in the 1880‘5, durzng '

the heyday of the Knights of Labor* . >

i. . T a . . . . . '
.

o THE WOMEN‘S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT . .

The issue of votes for women was raised immediately after the 01v11 War
when the ruling Republican Party moved to -give the vote to all black men by
means of the l4th .and 15th Amendments to the Constitution.  Wemen's rights W
- leaders such as Susan' B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucy Stone hopéd
' that women would be enfranchiséd too, as a “reward" for their patriotic service
during the war. When it became clear, however, that for the Republicans as
. - well as. for many former abolitionists it was the "Negro's hour,"” not ‘the’ woman's, -
B they were sorely disappointed. Stanton and Anthony were particularly upset R ,
that the l4th:Amendment inserted the word "male" in the Constitution for the -
first time, used three times in connect;on with the term "citizen." Fearing  °
vthat such an ameridment would set back the cause of voting rights for .women, . .
. they fought against it, earning the resentment of many of their former allzes et
in the aholztmonzst camp. ‘ :

The rift widened when a women's suffrage referendum and a black suffrage ref-
erendum were both defeated in Kansas in 1867. Once again, Stanton and Anthony
o _felt that their former supporters had kept silent for fear of jeopardizing the
<« “cause of black suffrage. At this time the two women began to arouse criticism
by thelr wzllzngness to accept--no questions asked=-the aid of anyone who rallied
so the women's cause. During.the Kansas campaign, and for:a ‘short: time afterward,
they received financial help as well as moral support from Georxge Trazn, a Demo=-
crat, Irishman, financial. speculator, supporter of paper money apd’ posszbly a
former copperhead (Northern sympathizer with the South). Train arranged a lec~-
. ture tour for’ Stanton and Anthony, and provided the initial money for a Journal. ‘
The Revolution, to be run by the two women. . : s

_ ‘ . _ _ - o “ . _
. . . In 1869, two suffrage organizations were formed reflecting the differences
 in issues and personalities now'dividing the former equal rights .movement. ' The '
“National Woman Suffrage Association, headed by Elizabeth Stanton ‘and Susan Antheny,
was a women-only organization concerned with a broad range of issues of interest
.+ - -~ to women, as well as with the demand for the vote. Stanton was not afraid to
"-“y;" ‘raise the controversial topics of marriage and divorce and the role of the
' - churches in subordinating women. Anthony was one of the few suffragists to be
. concerned about the problems of working women, and during the late 1860's and
early 1870's made some efforts to help them to organize, as we have seen with
her encouragement of the Women's Typographical Union. The Boston-based American

.
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CAL S wbmanﬁSuffrage Association, whose leading tigures were Lucy Stone and Julia -
— Ward Howe, also had men--the popular minister Henry ward Heecher ‘4nd, Henry
_ . Blackwell, Lucy Stone's husband--in -its leadership. The American Association
-~ —-focused more narrowly -on -the -goal-of -suffrage-than-did -the Mational, and it3 ._' .
periodical, The Woman's Journal, spoke more to the interests of middle-class
- women ‘than did The Revolution, and outlived by many years Anthony s struggling -
newspaper.,

. . |.
& o . * T

"whe'ﬁoodhull"'

During the 1870's, the National Assoczation and the suﬁfragist cause in’
3 - general were tinged with scandal.by their brief association with one of the
2 most flamboyant women of -the 19th century=--victoria Claflin Woodhull (1838~
- 1927). Begutiful, magnetic-and highly eccentric, Woodhull was one of ten
children of an Ohio drifter, and had, spent’ a wandering youth with her family,
. traveling through the Midwest selling fake cancer medicines and holding se- -
. . ances. Before her spectacular entry into public life at the age of 30, she had
o “married and borne two children to a doctor, Canning Woodhull, divorced him and
formed a liaison with a dashing Civil 'War veteran named Colonel "Blood. When
Woodhull and her sister (and partner) Tennessee Claflin, who liked to call her-
self Tennie C., appeared in New York in 1868, they socon caught the interest of °
E a millionaire, Commodore Cornelius Vanderbilt. With his financial backing and
S advice, the sisters opened a brokerage office and created a considerable stir
3 ' on Wall Street. In 1870, the "pewitching' brokers" began to publish their own :
L v newspaper, Woodhull and Claflin's Weekly, in which Wall Street gossip mingled 2
- -with discussions of Woodhull's favoritq subjects--free love, spiritualism, ' B
. ' . tax reform and, on one occasion, the Communist Manifesto. Their paper carried ¢ 3
the motto "Upward .and Onward" and later “Progress! Free Thought! Untrammeled B
Lives!" Y . . .

. Victoria Woodhull's ambition was to run for president of the United States.
To pursue this goal, which had come to her in a vision, she suddenly became
interested in the issue of suffrage, even though she had had no previous con-
nection with this cause. Seizing the initiative from suffragist leaders,
on January 11, 1871, she addressed the Juditviary GCommittee of the House of Rep-
resentatives, presenting a "memorial requesting Congress to legalize suffrage
on the grounds that the l4th Amendment already granted women the right to vote.-
out of curiosity, Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth-Stanton were present at the
hearing and were favorably impressed by "the Woodhull's" attractive but quiet
and dignified appearance. They invited her to address the National Association,,
© and somehow, before they knew it, she was threatening to take over the leader-
ship of the movement. - : . .

ro At the New York gathering of the National Assocxation in 1871, WOOthLl .
delivered what became known as "the Great Secession Speech,” in which she e

~ threatened reprisals should the next Congress fail to grant women full c1tizen-_
ship rights.. "We mean. treason," she pnoclaimed- .

We mean seceSSLOn, and on a thousand times grander scale

~ than that of the South. We are plotting revolution....We will

L call another convention expressly to frame a new constitution
and to erect a new government, ‘complete in all its parts, and

to take measures to maintain it effectually as men do theirs.>

£
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. By May 1872, Susan B. Anthony had seen the danger of allying the women's O B

cause with the ambitions of Vidtoria Woodhull, and had convinced many of the '
other suffragists to clceetranks against her. Woodhull promptly called a -7
e convention.of her: followers | which proclaimed her the presidential candidate _ _
o of the ”EquaI .Rights Party;". with the former slave Frederick Douglass (with=’ T
£ out. his knowledge or. consent) name& as her runnxng mate. . .

?- ) ' - At the'same tlme that she was pursuing her pol;txcal amb;tlons, Victoria.
' o - Woodhull gave public lectures on suﬂSects that shocked 19th century audiences =~ -
* and caused mahy to regard her as the devil in fcmale form=="Mrs. Satan.', At :
one such lecture, for example, entitled "Free’ Love, Marriage, Divorce and
Prostztut;on,“ she boldly attacked marriage and divorce laws, and when a
heckler asked hWer .if she. were a free lover, she replied, "Yes! I am a free
lover! I have an inalienable, constitutional and natural right to love whoni b
I may...to change that love every day if I pleasel"6 She spoke out against’ 3
"the hypocrisy which allowed a dduble starndard, whereby men enjoyed sexual ‘14*\‘#
. freedom while :women were dénied it, and against a prudery. which forbade the “‘*{ 2 S
parts of the body from being mentioned in polite conversation.’ ‘At one lecture ;[ .
+.... ~ _she declared, "And this sexual intercourse business may as well be discussed '
now, and dxscussed until you. are so familiar with your sexual organs that a
reference to them will no longer make the blush mount to your face any more than
a refervence to ~any other part of ‘your. body u7 \ .
Victoria Woodhull's crusade against hypocrisYﬂproved to be her undoing as
, a public figure. By charging the popllar minister Henry Ward Beecher with
covering up his own sexual immorality, she triggered one of--the §reat scandals
-of the 'late 19th century-~the sensational Beecher-Tilton case~-aﬁd~ef£ectxvely
ended her own career. (The’scandal provided ample ammunition for those who
wished to 'link the women's suffrage cause with immoral behavior.) Looking back
at her accomplishments fxom the vantage point of the late 20th century, we can
see that her major meortance was not as a suffragist--she did little to ad-
vance that cause=-=-but as a prophet of sexual rights for women, voicing ideas
that would not be heard and generally accepted until well into the 20th century.

wOmen s Suffrage and the Courts

Duxxng the 1870's it was not yet apparent‘that suffrage would he won only
. . by a drive for a: separate constitutional amendment combined with numerous state

referendum campaigns. The suffragists tr;ed,.thrcugh various demonstrations~-
Victoria Woodhull's “memorial” was one example~-and court:cases to prove that
women already had the right to vote under the Constitution and existing amend-

. meAits.” "Probably the most well known of these cases was that of Susan B. Antnony, .
who led a group of women in Rochester, New Yozk, to register and vote 1n the

'-preSLdentLal electlon of 1872.

L)

" Anthony was arrested and tried for the crime of "know;ngly, wroanully, and
- unlawfully [voting] for a representative to the Congress of the United States."”
" Unfortunately for her purposes, the judge did not order her to be. taken into L
custody, thereby robbing her of her only legal opportunity to take *the case to o
-the U.8. Supreme Court. - :

(‘
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o At around. the same txme, a similar ease, that of Virginia Mlnor, ‘ar Mis~
souri woman who had been prevented trom registering to vote in 1872, was-
_‘ ~ before the Supreme Court. The argument drawn up by Minor's husband, .a lawyer,
.7 . + - 'was that the Constitution and its amendments already gave ‘women -the right to - "
3-_—««—uumvote.e,Although the states had a right to set voter qualifications, their .
e argument ran, they did not have .the right to déprive any—citizen of the.vote.
In October 1874, the Supreme’ Court handed.down a ruling upholding the lower .
court which had barred women from voting. Ignoring the basic issues of
wonen's suffrage, the *Court's decision declared that cztxzensh;p did not
~ .guarantee voting rights, and that .the states were witlHin their rights in with=
» . holding suffrage from women. These failures were an indication that time was
+ not ripe for suffrage; the:rweight of tradition was still too strong with a - |
majority of men and women. The judicial route to suffrage was a dead end, .
and' the long legislative and polxtzcal route lay ahead, its final destination
fifty years in the future--years of tedious work for the committed suffragists,
‘zn order to educate the male voters and office holders and to arouse in the :
majority of American women the desxre to vote.

. { For thousands of women, a polltlcal consciousness and’ the experience of
— Coe sodial concern were ga;ned not in the suffrage movement, but in two signifi-
cant women's organizations that ‘sprang up aftermthe Civ;l.War--the Temperance
and the Women's Club movements. ~ : - ) .

t ’
] e . \ ' ’
. .

' ' TEMPERANCE : WOMEN'AGAINST STRONG DRINK , : : -

=Y

Drinking was a severe problem in 19th century America, where there was no

. public control cf the manufacture and sale of alcoholzc beverages, and women -

_ often found themselves and their children at the mercy of drunken husbands.
The early women s rights advocates had usually worked for temperance as well.
In 1873, in Ohio, groups of singing and praying Protestant women began an
evangelical antisaloon crusade which quickly spread through the Midwest. This

., crusade led to the founding of the Women's Christian Temperarice Union (W. C.T.U.)
in 1874. Its first secretary and future preszdent, Frances Willard (1839-1898),
was to mold this organization into a uniquely effective instrument for attract-

st ing masses of women into organization work--especially in the South'and Midwest.
Willard conceived of the W.C.T.U. as a’vehicle for promoting women's political
rights as well as the prohibition of alcohol. Under her twenty-year presidency,

~ the organization adopted the motto "Do Everything" and became ‘involved in a

_broad range of reforms--labor problems, health and hygiene, social purity ‘and
women's suffrage, in addition to its central goal of temperance. She had a
- £flair for organizing the W.C.T.U. conventions so that th.y became exciting spec-
tacles complete with-banners, flowers, music and inspiring speeches. She herself
was capable of:swaying crowds with her clear melodious voice. Many a Southern
‘woman attributed her political awakening to Frances Willard., 3

-

willard succeeded in attracting conservative women, normally indifferent 'ﬂ

T “to most social issues except temperance, and in educating them step by step to
: the realization that taey needed political power to achieve the reforms ehey

“- ' - : 64 €
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‘sought. Although she unquest;onably attracted more: women than the suffrage -

~ organizations did, it can be argued that the linkage of suffrage and prohibi- : ‘

" tion- ultzmately harmed the suffrage cause, because .it aroused the anti- < '
prohibition forces~=in partxcular the liquor and brewzng intereet--to ;
act;vcly ggsje votes for women. L : . oo S s

, WOMEN'S CLUBS - ; . : _ . ' :
v The begxnnxng of the women' s club movement is generally dated from the . ;

= occasion in 1868 when charles Dickens, on a visit to America, was guest of '
honor at a dinner given by the New York Press Club. A number of women joure
nalists wished to attend, but were refused adm1551on. One of them, Jennie
Croly, decided that it was time women had their own organization and founded
Sorosis, .one of the first women's-clubs. In the same year Julia Ward Howe and\-
other Boston women founded the New England Women's Club and before long-clubs "
were springing up all over the country. Some of the clubs were literary and '

- educational, serving the needs of many women past college age for self- &, .

improvement and culture. There were clubs to discuss literature and art and L
flower arranging and a host of other sub;ects. Other clubs were mcre concerned - .
with social welfare and municipal problems, foreshadowxng-the‘nany'reform or- L
.ganizatiois that were to emerge later in the Progressive Era. . One feminist '
thinker, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, regarded the women's club movement as
"marking...the first timid steps toward_,gc;al organization of these long un-

»  socialized members of our race.tJigyw1§§o, the movement was substantial enough
for xts léaders, one of whom was ‘Julia Ward Howe, to . found ‘a national organiza-

- "tion: the General Federation of Women's Clubs.

-

. The club movement also took root among black women. But while many of the
white women's clubs pursued cultural “activities alone, those of black women
usually addressed themselves to the urgent needs of the black communzties. As
Fannle Barrier Wlllxams, a prom;nent black club member, expressed in 1893, in -

’ an address entitied "The Intellectual Progress of the Colored Women of the Unlted
States Slnce the Emancxpatmon Proclamatzon“ .

A : Benevolence is the essence of most of’ the colored women's _ Lo
' organizations. The humane side of their natures has been cul-
tivated to recognize the duties they owe to .the sick, the indigent
and ill-fortuned. No church, schouol or charitable institution
"for the special use of colored people ‘has been allowed to languish -
. or fa;l when the assoc;ated efforts of the women could save 1t.3

' Leaders among black women were also concernedeLth ending the lynchings of
southern black men and with defendzng black women from charges of immorality.
It was a ‘sequence of events eoncernlng the latter two issues that sparked ' 4
“the first national organization of black women. A southern black woman, Ida :
Wells—Barnett (1862-1931), had responded to the wave of ‘lynchings of thc 1890's

L .3
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‘by carrying on an ahtilynohihg crusade in the Nor#h and Midwest, as well as

in England, where antilynching societies were formed. In 1895, a white
southerner, James Jacks, wrote to a British antilynching society defending

.. the South, and accusing all negroes of immorality. The letter arocused a f

prominent black club leader, Josephine 5t. Pierre Ruffin, to organize a”

-ﬂmeetxng of black women $ clubs in Boston in July 1895. At this meeting

Ruffin declared: .
, Too ;ong have we been silent under unjust and unholy - .
charges....Year after year southern women have protested
againgst the adm;ss;on of c/}ored women into any national. "

«. .organization on the ground of the immorality of these women, -7

and because all refutation has only been tried by individual
work, the charge has never been ¢rushed, as it could and -
should have been at first....It is t® break this silence, not I
by noisy protestatzons of what we are not, ‘but by a dignified , ol
showing of what we are and hope to become, that we.are ¢ 3
‘impelled to, take this step, to make of this gathering an obJect .

lesson to the world.9 . o . ' o,

Out of this .Boston convention was born the National Federatzon of Afro=-American

" Women, headed by Margaret Murray Washington, the wife of Booker T. Washington.

A year lateér . this organization of thirty-six women's clubs merged with the
Colored Women's ‘League of Washington to form the National Assocxatzon of Colored,

. Women, with Mary Church Terrel :as its first preqldent. The foundzng\of the .
. . NACW spurred the formation of more clubs and ‘provided 1eadersh1p in the black

community. Although middle-class “black women held the leadership posts in the

.club movement, there were many poor and workzng women among club members, -

unlike the white women's club movement. which tended to be middle class 1n
membcrshxp. N ) ' ) . ‘,

Although cextaxn women's clubs were. 1ntegrated,at the locaL and state levels,
a sense of solxdarmty between white and black women did not develop on the
national level. Black women like Ruffin, who were sent as delegates to the Gen-
cral Federation of Women's Clubs, were rebuffed when they presented themseclves
as delegates from black clubs. In that period,/the gulf between the races was
still too great to be bridged by women's club activities.

. . , L
X

SUMMING UP: - | ) .

r

. By the 1890's, women as a group were about to emerge as a dlstinct force in

‘American life. Althbugh exploited, they were a sxgnlflcant presence -in the

work force and on the verge of playing a more important role in a déveloping
trade union movement. Women college graduates, though still unusual, were no
longer freaks. and were preparing to put their education to use for the beiter™-
ment of society. Women professionals still numbered in‘the hundreds, a mere
fraction of American womanhood, but the" way was cleared for others to follqw,

s -

T

[

and no other women would have to overcome quite the same obstacles that had con- o

fronted an Elizabeth Blackwéll. The suf{rage ﬁovement{-thcugh §till unsuccessful,
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* had become thoroughly rcspectablé, indeed,, was a hobby of society women.
Pinally, masses of women all over the country, ancludlng the South, through -
such organizations as, the W.C.T.U. and the Women's Clubs had learned to look -~
beyond their homes to the larger community outside, and were develoning a
‘political consc;ousness. The groundwork was laid for the remarkable burst.
of social activity by women in the Progressive Era, as well as for knowledge
of politieal realities that women would dlsplay in thezr flnal victorious
battle for the vote. : :

4

NOTES

.1. Alcott, Work, pp. 425-426.

2. Flexner, Century of Struggle, p. 133.

3. Barbara Mayer Wert@eimer, We Were There: The Story-of Working Women
in America (New York, 1977) p. 168. :
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" “Questions for Inquiry and Discussion

3

e

e L 1. Describe at least one example of labor union organization among women
in the 1860's or 1870's. List some of the reasons why unions of women
workers were short-lived. ' -

4

2. Why did Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Antliony object to the
Fourteenth Amendment ,to the Constitution? List some of-the issues
that caused a twenty-year rift. in the women's suffrage movement. . .-

3. A flamboyant person can help and hinder a serious movement. What effect
did Victoria Woodhull have on the women's suffrage movement in the

1870'5? uf/)
: 4. why were the suffragists unsuccessful in winning the right to vote ‘ .
: through the courts. as in the cases of Susan B. Anthony and Frances
Minor? r
5. Why was temperance primarily a "woman's issue," even though there were
. many men in favor of prohibiting alcohol? Demonstrate how Frances
: . ) Willard used the WCTU as a vehicle for organizing masses of women on
behalf of many reforms. Why was she more successful than suffragists ‘.
in attracting conservative women to the suffrage cause? )

6. How did the women's club movement awaken both black and white women to
concerns beyond their homes and families?

Optional Activity

Victoria Woodhull has long fascinated historians and bxographers. Do
research into her life and write a paper about her.

| Suggested topics:’

3

1) Victoria Woodhull as the main character of a play, musical, film,
or television drama. Choose the episodes from her life that would
best lend themselves to dramatization.

2) “Victoria Woodhull as a woman ahead of her time. Which of. her ideas
sound like the 20th century rather than the 19th?

3) Victoria Woodhull as a radical and free spirit. Compare her with
other American women who have set their owan standards of morality
and behavior, such as Frances Wright, Isadora Duncan and Emma
Goldman.

’
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